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Editorial:

ENTENTE CUORDIALE:

Our saciety has many friendly links with other
geclagical societies and universities, who Tun
geolonical courses and holidays for the public.
Arief details of thess are usually published on
the last page of ogur newsletter. 0One of the
most productive of these links, in terms both

of interast and friendship, is with Bristol
University.

At the last meeting of our socisty in November,
about seventy people welcomed the return visit
of Or. Reg 3radshaw from Jristol University, and
an account will be published in a future issus.
The weakend before this, Or. Bradshaw tock a
party of about forty to Paris for a geological
visit, and Douglas and Ivy Warrcen, your editor
Sheila, and treasurer Amne Sutcliffe feasted
their eyes upon some quite incredible beauty.
Yes, we do maan minerals and their brilliant
coulours, as well as the Hotre Dame and Seine
alangside ths hotel. And the E£nglish made com=-
mendable linguistic efforts which wsrs much
appreciatad.

"Oh, mensisur, c'sst MAGNIFIQUE! (aside) What's
French for "out of this world?" BSut the ex-
pressions on our facas needed no translating at
the Ecole des Mines and the Sorbonne, about which
Anns wrote previously., The Giant Crystal
collection was ancther natural wonder, wikh
Brazilian erystals the sizs of ourselves.Finally,
when one of us had a minor accident, the extrems
kindness of all passérs-hy, police, and the nearby
cafe staff,gave the ‘éntentes cordisle an sven
deeper meaning. . .’

Y

Forthcoming Meetingst

Monday Bth Decamber: "New Zealand geology and
scanery." Talk by Sheilla Fitts, based on a five
wgek tour. This involved sharing a two week
holiday with North Island friends who produced as
much geolegy as they could think of, then touring
in South Island which is very different, for two
weeks. The last week was with the friends again
in Rotorus, and by then they were 3ll fascinatad
with their own gaology. '

Manday 1%th January: "Tales of the River Hank."
Taik by Or. Lawlor, about the many aspects of
grosion and depositian.

Indoor Meetings are held at the Saracen's Haad,
Stone St., Oudley: 7.30 p.m. for 8.00 p.m. start.
field Mgetings commenca from cutside the Saracen's
Head unless otherwise stated. Those who would like
lifts for field meetings, plaase contact Graham
worton (Dudley 2132G7).

The Society does not provide perscnal accident cover

for membgrs or wvisitors on field trips. You are

strongly sdvised to take out your own personal insurance
to the lavel which you fesl appropriata. Schoela and
other Sodizs arrangs cwn insurance as & mattar of course.



i;:hogziﬁzi;gsee front ghest.
Monday 19th February: "Green Rock
in the 8lack Country." Talk by
Colin Knipe, of Johnson, Focle &
B8loomer, about large igneous in-
trusions in and below the Coal
Msasures, as proved in his own
firm's investigations.

Monday l6th March: AGM and buffet.

Sunday 19th April: Field trip to
the Jurassic sxposures of Hook
Norton. Lesder {r. 3. Boneham aof
the Geclogists' Association,
Midland Group.

Monday llth May: Informal meeting
on aspects of conservation. It is
expected that there will be 20
minute talks by members of other
organisations about their wark,
such as nature trails.

June: Waeekend field trip (still
to be arranged).
July: "Evolution of Fossgils and

the fossil Record."
Derek Gobbett.

Talk by Dr.

September: Talk by Professor
Westbrock, Birmingham University.
October: Fisld trip.

Novembar: "Geology & Philately."
Talk by Dr. R. Bradshaw of
Bristol University.

December: {(to be arranged).

Weekend field trip to Llangollens:
28th-29th Jupe, 15S86. Laader Dr.
Oerek Gobbett, 8irminghasm University.

On a bright sunny morning in 3Juns,
about twenty amateur geologists, in-
cluding a good contingent of B.C.G.S.
members, met at the first site.This
was a road cutting showing a section
in Silurian sediments of basin facios
on the south side of the Berwyn anti=
clina, and excellent thras dimen-
sional graptolites wers found.

ile next visited an exposure of
Caradocian slates, interbsdded with

volcanic ashes, a complex structurs
with faulting and mineralisation,
before having a pub lunch in
Llangynog.
We axplored the spoil heaps of
Pen-y-Parc mine, which once ax=-
ploited the mineralisagtion
previously mentioned. Here good
gxamples of galena, sphalerite,
calcite and chalcopyrite were found.
Travelling on over country lanes to
Pandy, we inspected a qood section
through the Pandy ash in Pandy
guarry on the way to our hotel in
Llangollen., For these not too ex-
hausted, an evening visit was
arrangsd to the ruins of Castel Dinas
Bran, with fine views of ths Des
Valley and Eglwseg escarpment.
On Sunday morning we drove east of
{langollen toc a quarry of well hed-
ded fine grained chert, probably a
silicified mudstone, in the louwer
part of the Cefn-y-Fadw sandstona.
Below this horizon wsre coarse
sandstones with guartz pebbles from
the sscarpment cverlocking the 1gle
of Llangollen.
We then drove down the Panoramic
Walk to an exposure of sandy lime-
stong showing large-scale cross=-
bedding, and then on to Trevor Rocks,
where an almost complete cross
section through the Carboniferous
Limestone was exposed in cld quarries
and some good fosgils were found.
Lunch follouwed at the 3Britanmia Inm
on the A452, and then we continued on
to the Horseshoce Pass and the Clogau
quarry. This quarry used to
specialise in large slabs of slate
for billiard tables. The bedding and
cleavage of the Upper Siluriasn gilt-
stones and slates are almest parallel.
Some bedding planes are covered with
flattened and distorted Orthoceras,
and geood examples were found.
We then proceeded to World's End,
wherg we saw Llandovery mudstones in
the stream below the limestone crags,
and followed a footpath through a
small valley along a fault.
Finally we walked down a forest track
to investigste fossilifercus cal-
carecus mudstons of the Ashgillian
Cym=-y=fOran beds. This was anothsar
highly successful and interesting
field trip held in perfect weather,
and our sincere thanks go to Derek
Gobbett for leading it.

Chris Jowitt:




B8th December)

i5th January)see front sheet,

Monday 13th February: "Green Rock
in the 3lack Country." Talk by
Colin Knipe, of Johnson, Poole &
Bloomer, about large igreous in-
trusions in and below the Coal
Measures, as proved in his own
firm's investigations.

Monday 16th March: AGM and buffet.

Sunday 19th April: Field trip to
tha Jurassic sxposurgs of Hook
Norton. Leader Mr, B. Soneham of
the Geologists' Association,
Midland Group.

Monday llth May: Informal meeting
on aspects of conssrvation. It is
expected that thers will be 20
minute talks by members of other
organisations about thair work,
such as nature trails.

June: Weekend field trip (still
to be arranged).

July: “Evolution of Fossils and
the fossil Record.™ Talk by Dr.
Darek Gobbett.

September: Talk by Professar
Westhrook, Birmingham University.

Qctober: Field trip.
Nowvembar: "Geology & Philately.™
Talk by Dr. R. Bradshew aof

Bristol University.

December: (to be arranged).

Yoekend field trip to Llanaonllen:
28th-29th June, 1586. Lsader Or.
Derek Gobbhatt, Birmingham Universily.

On a bright sunny morning in June,
about twenty amateur geologists, in-
cluding a good contingent of 8.C.G.5.
members, met at the first site.This
was a road cutiing showing a section
in Silurian sediments of basin faciss
on the south sida of the Serwyn antie
cline, and excellent three diman-
gional graptolites were found.

We next visited an exposurs of
Caradocian slates, interbedded with

volcanic ashes, a complex structure
with faulting and mineralisation,
befere having a pub lumch in
Llangynog. .
We explored the spoil heaps of
Pen=y-Parc mine, which once ex-
ploited the mineralisation
presviously mentioned. Here good
examples of galena, sphalerits,
calcite and chalcopyrite were found.
Travelling on owver country lanes to
Pandy, we inspected a good section
through the Pandy ash in Pandy
quarry on the way to our hotel in
Llangollen. For those not too ex-
haustad, an eavening visit was
arranged to the ruins of Castel Dinas
dran, with fine views of the Dee
allay and Egluseq escarpment.
On Sunday morning we drove east of
Llangollsn to a quarry of well bed-
ded fine grained chert, probably a
silicified mudstone, in the louwsr
part of the Cefn-y~-Fedw sandstons.
Below this horizon were coarse
sandstones with guartz pebbles from
the sscarpment overlooking the \gls
of Llangollen.
We then drove down the Pznoramic
alk to an sxposure of sandy lime-
stone showing large-scale crosse
bedding, and then on to Trewvor Rocks,
where an almost complete cross
section through the Carbenifercus
Limestone was exposad in old quarries
and some good fosgils were found.
Lunch followed at the 3ritannia Inn
on the A4:52, and then we continued on
to the Horseshoe Pass and the Cleogau
guarry. This quarry usad to
specialise in largs slabs of slats
for billiard tables. The bedding and
clasvage of the Upper Silurian silt-
stones and slates are almest perallel.
Some bedding planss are covered with
flattened and distorted Orthecersas,
and good axamples were found.
e then proceedsd teo World's End,
whare we saw Llandovery mudstones in
the stream below the limestons crags,
and followed a footpath through a
small walley along a fault.
Fipally we walked down a farest track
to investigste fossiliferous cal-
careous mudstone of the Ashgillian
Cym=y=fran beds. This was ancther
highly successful and interesting
fisld trip held in perfect weather,
and our sincere thanks go to Dergk
Gobbett for leading it.

Chrig Jowitt:




P.5. And my thanks to you, Chris,
for nobly doing a second write-up
after the post failed to deliver
the first.

Several people have since told ms
what a pleasant and interesting
trip this was, and Derek Gobbatt
will be visiting us again mext
year = Sheila.

Field Meeting to Charnwood Forgst,
7th September, 1986:

Or. T. Pharoah, who led this meet-
ing is a member of the Dasp Geology
Ressarch Group of the 3ritish
Geological Survey. Charnwcod Forest
is of particular interest to them
as it is an area whers "desep
geology" comes to the surface.
Charnwood's Precambrian rocks,
formed over 600 million years aqo,
were covered by Keuper Marl in
Permo-Triassic times; the marl
covering is now being eroded and
the original landscape of rugged
Precambrian is once more sxpesed
at the surface. It ig likely that
Precambrian strata underlie, at a
deep level, large areas of the
Midlands, so that ws can ses

"deep geology" at first hand.

The structure of the Pracambrian
strata is an anticline plunging in
a 5t direction, and Dr. Pharozh
started at the eastern sntrance to
Hradgate Park (GR S42114) close to
the anticlinal axis. Hers there
were axposures of Jradgats Tuffs =
Precambrian wolcanoclastic
sediments - which shouad a cleavage
oblique to the anticline, perhaps
indicating a later direction of
PTessUre.

Among many other interesting
features in Bradgate Park, Dr.
Pharoah pointed out the exposures
of Markfieldite, a pink and green
mottled diorite, near 3radgata
Houss, and also the spectacular
5liding Stone Slump B3reccia nesar
the War Memorial.

The next site was a quarry at The
grand (GR 536135) which was made
to obtain roofing slates of the
Swithland Greywacks formation. The
usaful slates formed s fairly
narrow band, at a high angle of
dip, towards the NE edge of the

Anticlina.

After a stop at Bsacon Hill {GR 510
148) to see the Beacon Hill Tuff
formation - fine grained,silicified,
ash deposits - we finished up at
Morley Quarry (GR 47617%9). This is
on the axis of the anticline, where
the oldest Precambrian strata (the
Blackbrook formation) are exposed,
and for this reason it was selectsd
by the British Geological Surwey for
their Geothermal Research Borehole.
Or. Pharaoch explained that the ob-
ject was not to tap geothsrmal
powar at Charnwood, but te obtain
general data about old Precambrian
strata for use in other geothermal
projects - again, "deep geology"

at the surfacs.

This excellent field mesting was
complemented by brilliant sunny
weather, and we are most gratsful
to Dr. Phareah for leading it.

Paul Shilstcn:




Courses for the Publiec:

1. University of 8ristol,
Dept. of Extramural Studies,
Wills Memerial Building,
Queens Rd., Bristol B58 2HRA.
0272 303030.

a) Karst Processss - 20/721st
March. Wills Memorial
Building. £8B.00.

B86 D038 SJ.

b) Geology of Bridport area -
6/8th March. Bridport.
£15,00, WB6G HO13 SJR.

c) Geological Miscellany II -
20/22nd March. Dr. R,3radshaw
at Urchfont Manor, Devizes,
Wilts. £51.00. w86 HOL3 SIR.

d) Welsh Borderland - 5/7th
June. £20.00 Precambrian and
Silurian. 086 HOD4 S527.

f) \Wblcanoes of Southern Italy -
Ten day fiseld excursicn at

taster. £86 J002 SJR. Details

on reqguest.

Wsuvivs, Pompeii, Pozzuoli,
Hay of Naples, Stromboli,
Etna, Wlcano.

g} Eastern Canada - l7th Sapt./Sth
October. Traverse Montreal to

Gander, Newfoundland. GQusbec
Precambrian Shield, structurs

Field Secretary:

Graham Worton,
38 \kle Road,
Netherton,
Dudlisy,

Tel: 2 - 213207)

Hon. Secraetary:

Paul Shilston,

16 5t. Nicelas Gardens,
Kings Norton,
Birmingham 838 8TW.,
Tel: 021 - 459 - 3603,

Editor:

Sheila Pitts,

17 The Pear Orchard,
Northway Farm,
Tewkesbury,

Glos. GL20 8RG.

a)

of Canadian Appalachians, early
Atlantic rift phenomena in Bay

of Fundy. B8y air, then Greyhaund
caach in Canada. Details on Te=
guest.

University of Durham, Dept. of
Adult Educstion, 32 0ld E£lvet,
Durham, DH1 333.

Geology and Actany of Tenerifa -

b)

d)

g)

March.

Geology of Loch Assynt - May
Geology of South Germany - Sapt.
Geolagy and Flora of Grand Canaria.

Geology and 3otany of Crate,
April, 1988.

City Museum and Art Gallery, Stoke on Trent.

Edh

ibition, Day of the Dinosaurs.l/24th Dec,




