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NEW SOCLETY

SITE,

TTUK GREEN MAN GNTRY

_ TS MALY swaver pug

M« MUSEUM

L * LIBRARY

L = GOUNCIL HOUSK
P - pPaokicE STATION '

Addremsi- Allied Centre, Green Man Entry, off Tower Street, Dudley,

NIlsW SCCIETY SITE,

Tne sultebility of Dudley Library
as a meeting place for the smoclety
has ween of much concern te the
committee over recent months,
partieularly as the Mugeum is no
longer available for this purpose,
Leisure and rscreation department
have offered alternative
aceonmedatlon in a recently
réfurbished room on the first
flocr of the building lying to
~the rear of the Malt Shovel pub
in Tower Street, Dudley.

Access ip via CGreen Man Entry, which
is wide enough for cars with ampla
parking at the rear,

Unfortunately Thursdays are not
available, 'and the comulttee ham
decided that of the alternatives

offered, Monday nights are the cnly‘¢;i-i

generally acceptible substltute, -
It is felt that the greater freedom .

of access and headguarters potential, .

coupled with central location
substantially outwelgh the short term
dncenvenience of a change of meating
night, .
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HLVISEY 1 ROGRALIE,

L CUTURE GESTINGS will be
held at, or comnence from,
-thie new address.

Oct, 27Lh, Londay. Meeting
heford fisld trip..

L ov, 2nd, Sunday, Field trip

to Lickey Hille, Leader, MHr,

Ve Hardy of Lirniinghan
University, Frecambrian
volecanics, Cambrian guartzites,
and a range of later formations
including Silurian, lLeele Beds,
cunter Pebbles and Clent ULrecela.

VYove 2Lst, Yriday, Soclal
evening. Dlack Country Night OCut.
Fagerolts and peas and tradltional
entertainment at Robin Heod Inn,
CHerry Hill, Quarry Bank.

Lec, 8th,Monday, "South Amcriecen
Journey', Talk by Sheila Fitte,
about a filve month Journey with
two wonths in the Fatagonian
Andes, Startiap in Braszil and
Mnishing in Canada., Illustrated
vwith slicdes and maps,

Lrdoer meetings at 7.45pm with
coffee and hiscults at 7.15%pm,

icliey field aceting commenccs
at 10ain,

Goneqaembers welecone.,

SOCILITY WiDDING,

Arne Sutcliffe and George
darrison, hoth socicly members,
vore married on August 9th,

Je would all like to send them
our very beslt wishes for thelr
future hapilness.

C§ Yov, 21lat, Yriday,

Black Country kighl Cutb,

Robin Hood Inn, Merry Hill, Quarry
| Banl,

Arrive hetween 7.30 and 8,00pm,

§ Ilease hoolt hefore Oct, 13th becauge|

‘arrangements must he coupleted with
ropard Lo nunbers. ' N
Cogt £2-00 per person, to Tim O'Maral

§ at 51 Harket Street, Xingswinford,

Dudley, West Midlands.

BVIsHING CLASSES TN GEQ&OGY.
Subton Coldfield College of Further
Educction: - (KateAshoroft)
rov Level, Hendays 7-9pm, '
*A' Level, Tuesdays 7-9pm.

Dudley Central Library, St. James' Rd.
Tgneous rocks, classification,
volcanic and plutonic procesges,
ceonoaic ore deposits,

Tuesdays Yim.

Bileton Collepe of Further Education,
Westfield Rd.,ldilston, Welverhampton,
YO and tAY Level, Thursdays

£,%0 = 9pu.,

Sharimans Cress bvening Centre, Sollhull -

CRd., Shirley.

listory of Life on Karth,
Vednesdays 7.350pm,

Polytechnie, Wuifruna St,,Wolverhampton,

Geolopy, ldfe and Tossil Record,
Wednesdaye 7.50pm.

Geology Dept, #irmlngham University.
Introductlon to Geology and -
I'slacontology.,

Thurasdays 7.30pm.

Geology Dept, Birmingham University,
Intreduction to teophysles.
nesdays 7. 50pm. )

BCOLING FORM - SQCIAL BLVENING - SLACK COUNIRY HIGRT QUT,

ilgase rescrve...., places at £2-00 each,

Total enclosed £....4..

O Return to Tip O'lara, 8L harict Street, .dpsowinford, Dudley, Weslt Midlands.
Tel, Kingsvirford =70l for help with transporl or cother information.

3l - *
hﬁﬁ%éés:—




: - -
L «”g_‘ﬁ@ BAST LIOLALDS
JURASSEIC. 1 eader, Dr. R.G.
ulalnnis of ]GLCthGIUgiVPruiLV
lne dth. 1980,

A-rclatlvely small proup from
the soclety attended thie trip,
which turned out to be an
interesting and enjoyable day in
on area largely unlmown to the
sajority of us. T'wo sites were
vigited, both showing geood
sequences in the Lower and
gidele Jurascle, The thin rocik
uits seen were cogertially
biostratigraphical units
charagteristic of shelf depcsition
with hoth nariue and nen-imarine
Hedo, S '

The first locality wislted was
Tiiton railvay cubtting in
Lcicestershirve,: a, disused
eutiing wilth a great deal of
Adiddle Lilas narlstone rockbed
guposed., The bhed consioted of
ironstene, which is laslcally
Limestone with a high content
of ferrous winerals such as
cliarnosite and siderite,
tnwcathered Lthe rock had a precn
appearance but weathered to a
rodcish byrown colouy.

The origin of the ironstone in
the EBast Mldlands is still
Eldr[ely a riyustery, The marlstone
~was fossiliferous withtwe
brachlepod beds, and the
brachiopods oceurring in the

lower band were found in clusters

kunowvn as ! Jacks' or 'nests',
Overlying the marﬁutona rock bed
was a trencition bed of shales
lying between the Upper and
Middle Lias. This was particularly
fosulliferous and wembers found
ammonite frammonts, mainly
Dagtyliceeras, and alaso gastropods
and beleuanites.

Aftor lunch Cowthick Pit was
visited. This was a particularly
interesting slte and it is a
great pity that it will be filloed
in, with the closure of the Corby
steclworis, A good mequence of

the Middle Jurasscic was cuposcd
ineluding ore low grade ironstone
An the Northampton Sand. forsation.

A layer of llclutoceno challey boulder
clay lay unconformably upon the"
Jurassic roclie, A channel fill of
Lincolnshire linestone in the Lower
Estuarine Beries was seen which was
gulte distinctive,. Another interesting
feature wag a post-glacial fanlt
assoclated with masg moveaent in the
glaciél period, and!the fault caused
a distinetive drag fold., The site was
particularly fossiliferous, with =~
biyalves, brachlopoﬁu and belemnites
in all the marine beds, and rootleta
in'the estuarine beds, and depivi
fossils in the lleiELocene bed

Thiz was a very enjoyable day in

whiich the weather stayed fine, and.-
our thanks go to Dy, Clements for
his leadership, M, C

LHIRCDUCTIOE 10 BLACKE COUNTRY

GE0LCGY - Parlt One, The Coal Mﬂasuree.

Leader Alan Cutler,
January 1¥th., 1930,

The geolory of the Black Country is
the geology of the scuthern part of
the South Staffordshire coalfield,
morc exactly the Dudley coalfield

or Thick Cpal diastrict, The majority
of the rockb exposed belong to the -
'Coal Measures' of the Upper
Carboniferous Ferioed.

The Lower and Niddle boal Measures
iron ore,coal and fireclays. The
Upper Coal Measures are largely
barren, the orly economic product
baing brickelay, although thin |
impersistant coal seams do ocoeur in
them, -

RegrettablLy very few Lower or Middle
Coal HMeasures exposures remain today,
but we are fortunate that Doulton's
Clay Yit at Saltwells, the fipst o
staon of the day, ies a Nature Conservanca
slte of special selentifie interest.

We were able 1o expmine almost all the
different lithclcgles enconntered

in the Coal Measures, the shaleg, coal,
sandstone, clays and ironatone,Bome.
members managed to. find a few
fracmentory plant fomsils, From
Galtwellis we wadc our way to Bensnptt
to examine a brick clay pit. whepe the




-l -

S ltruediae Marl, the lowest part
of the Upper. Coal Measures is
cduyplayed] Several of the
Lynleal grits (espleys) were
céen as well as the rod, purple
and yellow clays.

cur cext stop was at Wollescote
vhere sandetones of the Halesowen
terles outerop, The sandstonce
‘nd clays of this pgroup contain
thin goal soans and limestone
condo, but they never agsuned
sy real dmportance, A fault at
lhe northern end. of the exposure
frousht the preer sandstoncs
irto -gontact with red and white
elaysoof the Tower Coal Moasures,
uneh was Lalien at the nearby
Norse and Hounds Fub,

After lunch we wade our way to
Vest DBromwlch and wallied for
belf a wile or so along the
cutlting of the former G,U.R.,
~olverhampton to Firmingham
rallway, The cutLﬂnb affords one
ol the Dbest esposures of Keele
reds, the topmost beds of the
prer Coal itleasures. These partly
red calcarecus sandslones were
formed in arld terrestrial
condotlons and marked the
berinnlng of the desert facies
Lo be experienced in various
vays teo the end of the Triasszic
cerdod,
he last site of the day was
Larnfield Parly, Oldbury to see
a fine esmamnle of a calcarcan
conglomerate helonging to the
lowest part of the linville Beds,
Yhese rocks are grouped with
the Coal lleasures locally but
nay in faclt he partly Permian
in apge. Fosuils are eutremely
vare in the Enville Heds and
those found do not give any
conelusive evidence about the
“roblem of thelr correct ape.

fic had had 2 fine sunny day but
o5 the frost heman to fora
cogaty we all wished for just a
littie of those des.ort
~conditlons experiernced so long
DO, « U

- and we had an excellent view from the

TIPPRCDUCTICH TO LLACK COUNTRY
GECLCGY ~ Papt Two,- Before the Ceal
Measures,

Leadgr, Alan Cutler,

July 13th, 1980.

Most of the pre- Coal Measures rocks
Torin the sub-coalfield basement, and we
rely on faults . and folding for

surface exposures, The two prineipal
structural axes, the Sedgley-Lickey.
antlcline and the Netherton anticline
are responsible for the famous
Silurien-Old Red Sandstone areas of
Wreng liest, Castle Hill and Netherton,
Apart [rou mmall exposures of Cambrian
and I'recambrian at Rubery and Lickey"
(rot really DBlacl Country) all the
pre-Coal Meagure roclks helong to the
Silurian and Old Red Sandstone '
(Downtonian) Fertods,

Luck was wlth us apgain for we had a
really fine sumser day with no mist

top of Oakhom in the Rowley Hills
over all the Llack Country, The high
ground at Oakhan 1ls part of the
Rowley dolerite intrusion into the
Coal Measures and lies centrally on,
the Sedgley- Lickey ayis.

From Cakham we went down to the canal -
cutting at l'etherton where the bagement
heds of the Coal leasurcs may be geen’
resting on the rocks belonglng to the
red Downtonian Series, & few fragmentary
fossgile of that hardy brachiocpoed ‘
Lingula were seen in the Downton;an
beds.

We next moved back into Dudley to the
far end of Castle H1ll where in Castle
Mill Basgin we were able to =ee fine
exposures of the Wenlock Lilmestoune.
The c¢anal basin was cut in the nineteenth
century as part of the limestone
excavatlons, and lies at the Junctilon
of the Dudley and Wrens Hest tunnels,
Several reef wascses were examined

and we were able to sec and identify
many different corals, After pausing
to wave to the surprised party of’
triprars op the canal boat 'Flectra!
from the Ilacl: Lourtry uuqeum we.

set off to look at the Go rmal Grit
in Lewer <ornal,

hich of the Goroal Gril, once extenéively




anaerdoed ac o builldding stone,
Vs orlpginally mapied as part of
The Cpal Moasures, Folleving

the discovery of fish fooeils

i1 the late 1940's 1t was
aseigned to the Downtonlan
Castiec sendstone group,

For lunch we drove to tho top
of Sedgley Beacon and enjoyed
a well earned rest in the hot
suncshine, It was intoreslting
to look from a.different

vantapge point’ over the surrounding

area. The lidgh pround of the -
heacon is formed by the Scdgley
A Avaestry) limestone of the
CLudlow Series, We aid not

find the limastone eupessa

hut were a»le to cuamine onltcerops
of the Uppor lTudleow Shales

vhich dmuediately succeed it,

Ye qulclily made our way hacx

to the cars and drove down to
Cotuall Eund dature Centre to
picii up a narty for a B,C.G.S8, -
Coutrysilde Comgdlssion Wallk,

(You pet value for aoney on

L, 08,8, field trips}
Fortunately the ;e.logy of
Cotwall BEnd valley fitted the
fleld trij theme adairably

and exposures of Enville Heds,
Coal leasures(shales, sandatones
and lronstones) and Upper ludlow
i.Ltales were geen, and also
“anlock Limestone which shculd
r.et have teen there and was
rrobably brought recently from
Castle Hill, Ferhaps the hest
cxrosure vas that along the line
of the wertern Dboundary fault,

At half past five our by now
veory han- managed to geot hacl
£p the car parl Just as the
rain came, ending a glorilous
and enjoyable day. Al.Cs

iditor, Sheila Pitts,

" Hon. Field Secretary, 0.0 Hara,"

Siskin Road, Stourbridge, West Midlands, DY9 7HU,

ACHANARRAS QUARRY CATTHNESS.

A request to give Information
about th& 85581 ha$ heen received.

Thils quarry 1n the Cld Red
Sandstone is famous for the
Achanarras Band, a hard 1imy
flagstone which has yielded an .
abundent fish fauna., The British
Remdonal Geology Guide ta Scotland,
the Horthern dl{hl&hdu glves. ap
fupressive Llist of these fish om- i |
page 74 and there is a skotch map: |
onp pare 72. , R

Rxtract from letter:-

The Hature Conservancy Louncil hag

an agreeient wlth the ovwner and
tenkant to conirel access to the
slte. Mo eollecting of specimens is
allowed without a permit, and then is
restricted to loose rock. Anyope
found contravening the regulatlons
will be liable to arrest and.
progoeution, The site is xegularly
wardered, The stringent nature of

the repgulations is eemential to .
prevent damage to this lnternationally
recoghised site of zclcnthic
intereat.

Application forms maj be obtalned
from l.ature Conservancy Council,

01d Banlk Rocd, CGolspie, butherland.
They should bo returned at least -
5w weelis before the date requcsted.

Hon. Becretary, F.Shilston,
?C 5t, fiicolas Gardens,
fings Morton, Lirminghawm B38 8TW,

5

81 Market 3t. ringswinford,
Nudley, West Midiands. ;
Tel, cuepriést~ J.laster, hingswinford
4916, T, ' Mana, Kingswinford 5?01,




