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The Soeial

On November 19th, undaunted by the
freezing weather, memders of the
Black Country Geological Society
ventured forth on the field trip
which cccurs annually and is known
as "The Soc¢ial"., This year the
event took place in wildest Clent at
the Fountain Tun, Having located the
rear car park of the Innh, members
found thelr way to the updtairs
Skittle Room. These of us who are
timld, had first to be encouraged o
pass 8 shed containing twoe dogs which
howled furlously when anybody went by.
embers wera then divided into two
groups and were encouraged to gtudy
the dip and strike of the skitile
alley winile attempting to knock over
nire skittles cunningly placed so
that the ball rolled easily betwzen
them. The Iladiesz team plaved with
great slkkill and flair but were

" unfortunately narrowly beaten by the
gentlemen. Members then consumed a
auperb buffet supper provided by the
staTf of the Tountain Inn. Even with
the hunger worked up by the Skiftles
match we were vnable to finlsh all
the food nrovided, tasiy though 1t
wauw, Follgwing the buffet, the zeams
wersg rearranged and another match
nlayed hetweosn the Uglles and the
Beautifula. By this time it was

noticeable that the standard of play
had evened oul congiderably and some
observers put this down to the amount
of aleohol being censumed, Amid much
excitement and chesring, the Uglies
won proving that Beautiful is not
always best,

A1V members present had a most

anjovable evening, As a new memhern
this year, attending my first social
event, I weuld like fc encourage '

reverybody who couldntt come this year

to make sure they don't miss next
yearts Social on November 21zt 1280,
This year was very good but next year
could be even better, It 1= much
cagler to heve a cohersent conversation
and get to know people over a drink
ingtead of trying to make oneself
heard in a howling gale while trying
to observe some interesting geological
fezture and keep warm all at +the

same time! (Anne Sutecliffe)

Hon., 32c¢. now has gopies for asnle
of the W.C.C. Wallchart "The Last
Glaciation". Frice 75p (at
meetingg) or B35p (by post).

Hammers now in stock again, price
£4,20, from Hon. 3ec. at meetings
and fi=ld trips.

Welecome to following new members: -

Mark Chamberlain of RBloxwich
Roland Pate of Walesall

Sue Whetmore of Wolverhampton
Peter Knight of Warloy

Jeoff. Theompson of Birmingham




The 3hropshire CGeological Yocilety
wag lnaugurated in Sept.79. Mhe
1980 programms detalls are
availablo from Hon. Sec.

¥e also have deiails of the
programme of the Nationwide
Geology Club,.

MINES OF THE REAK
Logehill Hall,Peak Wational Park
" B3tudy Centre

Minoes of the FPeak Distriet .
29 Webruary -~ 2 March 1980

# weekend course for the amateur
geotloglst and industrinl
archaeologlet, The Peak District
landacape owes much to thé early
lead miners who have left surface
traces of their activities,
Superficially the resulis of .
mining are obvious to the visitor
but only a knowledge of the geclegy,
mining methods aund soclal conditions
will help to reveal the discernable
pattern of workings. This course
will endeavour to unravel some of
the explanations that ordinarily
would pmsm the visitor by.

COBT -~ £33.00

NOTES « This course will invelve
ghort walks and underground visits.
Participants are advised to bring
waterproof clothing and strnng
footwear,

Editor :- Sheila Pitta, 4 Siskin Road,

REMAINING'PHOGRQM@E FOR 1980

Indoor meetings at 7.46pm
Colfee and Biﬁcuits at 7.1%pm

March 65th A.CG.M. =aad Film Nﬁght
Tudley Tibrary. uherry at T, 15pm.

Marach End Geological Muaeum London..
Meet Dudlev Mugeum, st James' s Rd, _
9,00am. Booking form and detalls below.'_
(N.B, Original field trip cancelled).. ..

Fagter Pield weekend, South Wales .
Coalfield and Gower Peninsula. Details
to follow. I N 2 TR

Max igt Members' BEvening. Talks and
glides. Dudley Library.

June 5th Meeting before field trip.
Tudtey Library. '

June 8th Piceld trip 4o Rast Midlands
Jurassic. Leader Dr R.G. C]ements of
Lelcester University.

July 10th Meeting before field-trip.
Julx_13th "Rlack Country geology" part
two. Leader Alan Cutler,

Sept 11th "3i1lurian ¥essils". Lecture
by Dr I.3trachan of Birmingham
University.

Oct 30th Meeting before field trip.
Nov. 2nd Field trip to Lickey Hilla;;']
Feader W.G. Hardde Of Bjrmingh&m

Unlversitv.,

Nov. 215t Social evenlng.

Padmore, Stourbridge, W.Mids. DY9 THU,

© BOOKTING FORM - GHOLOGICAL MUSEUM, LONDON, SAT 22ND MARCH -

Please. reserve the fpllowing-plageg'

. 4w e .‘c L) Adultﬂ (£3‘50) -

Non mamberé‘ﬁﬁp‘ext}a

' To Fle]d Seoretary, ﬂ1 M&rket Street, Kingswinford Dudley, West Miq1gnds,‘.

‘  :.4;.;;'Sfud§nts‘(22.50)‘

Total ramittence of {.Z....,,... encloged.




List of Members at 31st. December 1979

Wolverhampton

Robert Griffiths
Graham Hickman
David Middlieton
Andrew Marshsll
Andrew Mountford
Stephen Waltho
Maitland Woods
Sue Whatmore

Walsall

Mark Chamberlain
Bill Evans

James HMalconer
Stuart Mortimer
Roland Pate
Peter Whitehead

Sutton Coldfield / Birmingham N

Sandwell

Peter Knight

Mike & Christine Newman
Keith Perry

Margaret Trevor

Muriel Woodhouse

Birmingham West / Central

Nicholas Andrews
John Ashworth

" Anne Sutcliffe
Geol'f Thompson
John Whitehouse
Mike Willilams
Roger Jackson

Stourbridge / Halesowen

Kate Ashcroft

Mark Bennetlt

¥Ken Dawson

Cath Duckworth

Janice Kempshall
Hilary Logan

Colin & Mavis Mitchell
Sutton College F.E.

Dudley / Sedgley / Gornal

k. Duncan

John Garside

Peter Parkes

John Sifford
Ellowes Hall School
Roger Tilley

Dave Wraight
Martin Wood
Douglas Warren

Kingswinford / Brierley Hill

Glyn & Celia Barton
Alan Cutler

John Easter

Johnson, Poole & Bloomer
Tim O'Mara

Crestwood School

John & Christine Golledge
Peter Guggenheim
Mark dJones
H. B. Kelight
. Sheila & Neil Pitts

Birmingham South

Doug Bedson

Paul & Judith Shilston
Hrs. M. Sweet

Shenley Court School
HMaypole School

Hagley / Kidderminster

Margaret Crocker
Margaret Oliver
Pete Oliver

Freda Tabberner

Other Areas

Keith Allden
Eileen Bakewell
Richard Hamblin



Geological Fieldwork Safety
and Behaviour

The Committeo nf Heads of mriversity
Geology Departments (CHUG?) has TSt ]
the following summary of Arvice Eo
Students dnineg Field work Fnedivicdual g

or In groups. There are some parts of

this that could apply equally well to
experienced professionals, and it is
weprinted here for general information.

SAFETY

To All Students Attending Geological Field

Courses

Geological ficld work is an activity
involving some inhercnt special risks and
hazards, e p in coast exposures, quarrics,
mines, river scctions, and mountains. Sev-
erc or danperous weather conditions may
also be encountered at any season, espec-
ially on mountains or the coast.

In accordance with the Heaith § Safety
at Work Act, lecaders will have been advised
hy their Departments to follow certain safe-
ty precautions and to take every reasonable
care concerning the safety of members of
their parties. llowever, the potential
dangers make it Iimpcrative that studonts
shauld co-operate by behaving responsibly
in order to reduce the risk of accidents.
Each individual is responsible for his or

her own safety,
You arc specifically asked to:

1. Observe all safcty instructions given
by party leaders or supervisors. Anyenc
not conforming to the standards required
may be dismissed from the field course.

Stay with the party, except by clear
arrangemcnt with the lecaders. Assemble
where requested (ep outside a quarry)
in order to receive specific instructions
regarding likely hazards. Observe in-
structions for reporting after comple-
tion of work.

Repert any injury or illness.

2. Wear adequate clothing and footwear for
the type of weather and terrain likely to

be encountered, Shirt, loose fitting
trousers, warm sweater, brightly-coloured
anorak with hood, arc normallv desirable
in the UK. A woollen hat {(in addition to
the hood of the anorak) is uscful in win-
ter or on high ground. Capotle and water-
proof overtrousers are desirable for wet
weather., Jeans are generally unsuitable
Decause they don't give sufficient prolcc-
tion when wet and are subject to a cold
wind, but can be all ripht Ff witerproof
overtrouscrs are 2lso worn.

Walking boots with rubber mountainecring
soles are normally essentinl,  Sports
shoes are unsuitahle for mountains, quar-
ries and rough country. Wellingtons are
penerally hest rescrved for walking through
shallow water, peat bops and the like,

Leaders may be advised by their depart-
ments to refuse to allow ill-equipped stu-
dents on their fiell courses, since they
have a responsibility to sve that students
observe the provisions regarding personal
safety.

3. Wear a salety helmet [preforably wilh a
chin strap) when visiting nld uiries,
clifi's, screc slopes, cte, or whenever
there is o risk from falling objects, Tt
is ablipatory tno do so when visilting work-
ing quarrics, mines and building sites,

4, Wear safety gopples [or safety plasses
with plastic lenses) for protection apainst’
flying splintcrs when hammering racks or
chisels. Don't use one peolopical hammer
as a chisel and hammer it with anether;
use only a soft steel chisel.

Avoid hammering near another person, or
looking towards another person hammering.

5. Take special care near the edges of
cliffs and quarrics, or any other steep
or sheer faces, particularly in pusting
winds. Ensure that rocks are snfe before
venturing below, Quarries with rock
faces looscned by cxplosives are cspec-
ially dangerous. ‘

Avoid working under an unstable over
hanp. Aveid leoseping rocks on steep
slopes. o not work dirvectly above or
helow another persen.  Never rell rocks
down slopes or over clifls for amdscment,

Do not run down stecp slopes.

Beware of landslides and mudflows oc-
curting on clay cliffs and in clay pits,
ar rockfalls from any cliffs,

&, ,Avoid touching anv machinery or enuip-
ment in quarries, mines or huilding
sites, Never pick up explosives or deion-
.ators from rock piles; if found, inform
the management iwmediately, '

Comply with safety rules, blast warning
procedures, and any instructions given by
officials, Keep a sharp leak-out for
moving vehicles, etc,

Beware of sludge lagoons.

7. Do not climb cliffs, rock faces or
crags, unless this has been approved as
an essential part of the work,

Take preat care when walking or climb-
ing over slippery rocks below hiph water
mark on rocky shores. More accidents to
geolepists, including {atalities, octur
along rocky shorelines than anvwhere elae,

B, Bewarc of traffic when examining read
cuttings, Avoid hammering, und de not
leave rock dchris on the roadway or
verpes.

lfailway cuttinps are pot open te peo-
logists, unless special permission has
heen obtained from the appropriate auth-
oritics,

9, Do not enter old mine workings or cavce
systems unless it has been approved as
an ecssential part of the wotk., Only do
%0 then by arrangoement, with proper
liphting and headgear, and never alonce.
nsure that semcone on the surface knews
your location and expected time of re-
turn, Be sure to report after returning,



Leaders of paetive witd folls Lhe
peneral ponidince contained int A Code
for Goological Field work, issued by the
Geolopists' Association; Mountain Saloty
pasic Precautions, puitlished by Climber
§ Rumbler; Guidelines for Visits to Quar-
ries, taid down by the British Quarrying
and Stag Tederation.

To All Students tndertaking Geolopical
Ficldwork Alonc, in Pairs or in Small
Groups (cg underpraduates doing indep-
endent mapping, or postgradudte rescarch
students)

ALL the provisions of the above sectjon
also apply to independent fieldwork.

flowever, since the pature of the train-
ing involves an important element of self-
reliance and the ability to cope alone,
students in this catcgory are nccessarily
responsible for their own safety in the
field, and the following further advice
is offered:

1. [Discuss likely safety problems or risks,
and check equipment, with the supervisor
before departure or comnencement of work.

2. Plan work carefully, bearing in mind
experience and training, the nature of
the terrain and the weather, Be careful
not to overestimate what can be achieved.

3, Learn the mountain safety and caving
codes, and in particular the effects of
exposure. Rock-climbing, caving and
underwater swimming may be useful in
research activities, but are dangerous
for the untrained or ill-cquipped.  They
should only be undertaken with the prior
approval of the Supervisor of Head of
Department.

4, Don't go into the ficld without leaving
a note and preferahly a map shouing ex-
pected locaticon and time of rcturn.

Never carelessly hreak arrangements to
report your teturn to local people. Camp
near hsbitation if possible

5. Check weather forccests. Keep a const-
ant look-out for chanpes. o not hesit-
ate to turn back if the weather deteriar-

ates.,

6. Know what to do in an emergency (eg .
accident, illncss, had weather, darkness).

7. Carry at all times a small first-aid
kit, some cmergency foond (choacoiate, his-
cuits, mint cake, plucosc tablets), a
survival bag (or large plastic hag), a
a whistle, torch, map, compass and watch.

8, Avojd getting trapped hy the tide on
intertidal banks or helaw sea cliffs,
Obtain local information nhout tides and
currents., Pay particular attention to
tida) range. For sea cliff study, locaol
advice can he ohtained from [IM Coast-
guards. Always wear footwear when wadiop
in rivers, lapoons or on the shore.

9. EKnow the internationnl distress signal:
(a) 6 whistle blasts, torch flashes or
waves of a light-coloured cloth; (b) a
one-mipute pause; (c) another 3 blasts
{flashes, waves) at 20-second inlervals.

10, Alwayn try to obtain prrmiasion

1o

enter private property, amd (ollow the
sed procedure for visits to quar-

recopni s 7
ries, cte.  Be care{vl to report alter

completion of work.

11. Teke specinl precautions when working

offshore: small hoats should sormally he

y with an experienced heatmwan or
Atways wear n life-jacket,
I only be vscd

uscd onl

cellraguce,
Aqualung cquipment should

by cxperienced divers.

12..Ensure you are copversant with the par-

ticular safety and health requirements

if you work in a new environment ! nnder-
pround in mines,
abroad in trapicaly
desert or arctic con-
ditions, ctc.

Further advice on
safcty is piven in the
“following: ' -

Mountain Safekby:
pBagic Preocautions,
published by Climber
& nawbler, Perth Pt
ST or 56 lleet Street
London EC4.

safoty on Mountains
(1975}, published hy
the British Meuntain-
cering Council, Criaw-
Fard Housc, Precinct
Gentre, Manchester
lniversity, Manchester
13 9rzZ, distrihuted
by Cordec, 249 Knighton
Road, Leicester.

GENERAL BEHAVIOUR

All participants in geolopical field
cnurses, or undertaking independent field
work, are cxpected to observe semsible
standards of hehaviour, to conduct them-
sclves with consideratidn for others, par-
ticularly in hotels or other accommodation,
and not.-to damage property in any way (eg
by climbing over walls, leaving gates open,
trampling crops).

Please do not disturb the environment
merc than is ahsolutely necessary:

Do not collect specimens unless re-
quired for serious study.

Do net hammer cutcrops casually or
indiscriminatcly,

Do not disturb living plants and
animals,

Do not leave litter, including rock
chippinps.

Observe conservation requiremcnts.
Remomber that public aceess &5 A0 RCute

problem in the countryside and especially
in areas designated as National Parks.



THE BLACK COUNTRY GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

Please return to the Hon. Treasurer, 132 Mount Road
Penn
Wolverhampton.

or at any meeting.

SUBSCRIPTIONS 1 980

Membership subscriptions are now due and should:be paid to the

Hon. Treagurer as soon as possible.

Subscription rates are as follows :-

Individual Membership £, 00 per annum.
Family Membership £5.50 Dper annume.
Student Membership ~ £1.00 per annum.

Associate / Group Membership  £10,00 per annum.

Names ‘ Address

I / We enclose £ for Membership.

LI I N IR = & w & 4 n b b O

Date Signed



BLACK COUNTRY GEOQOLOGICAIL SOCIETY

Notice is hereby given that the fifth Annual General Meeting
will be held on Thursday 6th March 1980 at 7.45 pm in the
Central Library, St. James Road, Dudley.

In accordance with article four of the constitution, the
committee propose to formally introduce two new offices of
Conservation Secretary and Field Secretary. .

AGENDA

1. Apologies
2. Minutes of the A.

G.M. held on 15th March'79

3. Btatement of Accounts and Treasurers

report.
4. Annual Report

5. Election of Officers and Commlttee

a)} Chairman

b} Vice Chairman

¢} Hon.
d) Hon.

Treasurer
Secretary

e) Conservation Secretary
f) Fileld Secretary
g) Three Committee Members

h) Hon.

6. Any other busines

Auditor

5.

The retiring officers and committee are:-

Chairman

Vice Chairman .
Hon. Secretary
Hon. Treasurer
Committee Members

The retiring officers and committee b
themselves for re-election (excepting

To date the following nominations hav
Paul Shils

Hon., Secretary

Conservation Secretéry Colin Mitc
Field Secretary Tim O'Mara
Committee Members 'David Réyn
John Easte

Anne Sutcl

A Cutler

Dr P G Oliliver

J Golledge

M J Woods

P Parkes, C Mitchell,
T O'Mara

eing eligible, offer
Mr Golledge and Mr Parkes)

e been received:-

ton Proposed J Golledge
Seconded A Cutler

hell Proposed P Parkes
Seconded A Cutler
Proposed A Cutler
- Beconded P Oliver

olds Proposed A Cutler
Seconded M Woods

r Proposed P Parkes
Seconded A Cutler

iffe Proposed J Golledge
Seconded C Mitchell




WEEKEND FIELD TRIP
This year we propose to visit the South Wales Coalfield area,
and the Gower Peninsula.We hope to. have leaders from the University

College of Swansea,.

DATE: 11th,12th,13th April 1980

COST: the cast is net yet fixed,but should be reasonable,as we will be
staying at a University Hall of ResjidenceyAn estimate would be around
£15=£20 per adult, .

TRANSPORT: this is NOT prov1ded Lifts can be arranged for theee withagt
their own cars,

PRELIMINARY MEETING: Thursday 3rd April,at Dudley Central Library,
**%%******%&***%ﬁ&*****ﬁ*****#*&%#%*%&***&i%*i&j**&%*ﬁ&*ﬁ%ﬁ&&&*ﬂ*%&*
BOOKING FORM

NAME-oo.oo-pl-ooo.-n-lo.oo.o--.--.-ot.t!‘.t
ADDRESSI..-...I.I"Blll.‘.ll.."....'.ﬂ‘.
'l.......I...O'CO.'..."'.I..l;...'
-iciociplll..ul!.nttt.u.t..cc.'l.’

.'.'..'..I......'....Q.ll‘.‘!.l...

PHONE NUMBER.....I...G...IC."........'..9

I wish t® book ,+ye.» places for the weekend field trip.
I enclose a deposit of £5 per person, total £.evgvress

PLEASE SEND TO:Pim O'Mapa,Programme Seeretaxry,81,Market Street,
Kingswinford,Brierley Hill, WEST MIDLANDS DY6 9LJ
*******%***%***********%*****************************&*&*&**********

VISIT TO GEOLOGYCAL MUSEUM, LONDON
SATURDAY 22nd MARCH
Please reserve the folllowing places:
o e sehdults (£3,50) o0 eroStudents(£2,50) +eoeChildren(£1,)
Nen-members: 50p extra,

Total remittance of £,.00.. encloged,

PLEASE SEND T0: Tim O'Méra,81,Market Street,Kingswinford,
Brierley HiIl,WEST MIDLANDS DY6 9LJ




