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The editor has asked me to recall a few of the happenings over the

years
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Evening meetings at the Saracen's Head: There's more ftc this than just
bringing the projector and associa*ed paraphernalia and arranging furniture.
Scmetimes there is a need for an ocil-can to cil the door hinges to stop the
creaks!

Then there was the speaker whe was very concerned about the standard of the
blackout. So dash to Dudley to neasure the windows and check on the hoocks.
Then a guick wvisit to the Garden Centre teo huy lots of black polythene,
followed by a sessicn with scissors, stapler and bits of string to produc

linings for the curtains.

There's also our projecto
model up to the standar

which needed scome work to bring a modest
d e ci
T ey 'Iev:u-'l avw‘ﬂ let=-%aTal 't
)
adn

J,
of a2 much more expensive one — 1.
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o e

Eala) - 1y g we = tal-beh-huhle s +
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so that it can handle all thicknesses of slide and modifications
te cope gafely with the tilt - all dene by the Secretary at no extra co
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This is a "gocd thi

had an evening field ftr
as an open invitati
Unfortunately ncne cf

oblems. One time when we
open cast co i

All in a day's work

On the phone: "“Hallo, is that the secretary? I would 1ike some details of
your Socisty’”.

"We have g monthly programme of lectures and fiedd meetings; lectures are on
Monday evenlings in Dudley, whiles the fiegld meetings are gn Sundays, at places
cf interest within a reasonable travelling distance, Icoking at rocks and the

general landscape”.

"Why do you look at rocks?”
"Well, we are a geeological sccis
"But I want teoc study family hist .
"Then I think you want a genealcgical sccisty, not a geological socliety”.
"ok, that's what I thought you were",

I-gk

ba,

m
b

Cn the phone: "Halle, is that the secretary? W®While on heliday in Deven near
Dartmeoor, I saw some bright speckles of a mineral in the bed of a stream. Do
you think it might be gold?”

Quick as a flash the Secretary replied: "I think you need to talk tc an
expert cn this - I would recommend Dr. Bob Ixer of Birmingham University as
the best mineralcgist in this aresa".

Later Bob Ixer tgold nme: "This woman rang up about finding geld - of courss
it was mical”

Letter from a prisoner at Feathersicne gacl: "Me and a few of the lads are
doing an educaticnal project on ececnomic minerals but we have never seen then
and wender if you cculd send us scme samnples'.

Public spirited BCGS members spend some time making up a collection with
azsscciated write-up. Public spirited Treasurer drives from Kings Norten to
Featherstone with large box, which she attempts te get into gacl. She has
to shout through the bullet-procf glass and is not welcomed. Thinks "now T
know what it 1is like to be a gangster's moll”. Told there was noc such
educational project and this was just a begging letter.

(2]



tter from inmate sald: Thank you for your help, it i
appreciated. If at any time we can return the favocur, please write to us
abeove address”, He was last heard cf writing =z simi
l Sgciety.

[
b
9]

Got a letter from Dr. Eric Robinson, President of the Geologist
saying that a churchyard conservaticn coenf ce 1
Country and would we be w

be havens feor wildlif

O
My 0O M

stone used e
represented at the conference. We said yes - tock a set of photcs
headstones at 8t. Giles, Rowley Regis, and made an eye-catching display £
the confersnce.

But it 4id nct end there, for the vicar of St. Giles borrowed the display
show at his next Parochial Church Council, it was reported in "Black Count
Envirecnment"”, we published an article on it 1in English Nature's "Urk
Wildlife News" and this led tc enguiries from all over the country as we

as cone from Cairg!

A similar thing is happening cver the 'Canals 200 ' svent, where we wer
asked for a display of canalside geslogy, and this has led tc ancther articl
in "Urban Wildlife News" and a request from a local ceonservaticn greoup fc
a geclogical lecture.

Finding cut what the Health and Safety rules say about the life of hard hats
jump-starting the lecturer's car after a meeting on a particularly ccl

inter's evening, giving talks to Rotary and rambling sccieties ...........,
all sorts of things turn up needing to be done.

(WY
—
=3
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University of EBirmingham
Detzils and bogoking: The Publ

ic Programme Q0ffice
School cf Centinuing Studies
University of Birmingham

Edgbastcn
Birmingham B15 2TT {phone 021 414 35808/7/8

0
et

Discovering the Midlands Countryside. Mondays 7.30 ~ 9.30. £2¢
At Gracs Lab, Winterbcurne, Edgbkasten, Birminghan.

-
—

Geology of Britain. Tuesdays 10.30 - 12.30 frem 28th September
£41.50. At Winterbourne, Edgbaston, Birminghanm.

{¢) Reaping the Rocks. Wednesdays 7.30 - 9.30 from 13 April
At Dudley Museum & Art Gallery, St. James's Rcad, Dudley.

{d) Geoclegy and the Werld of Minerals. Tuesdays 10.00 - 12.00 noco
from 21 Sepitember. E28., At Stourbridge.

{e} Fossils, the Dinasaurs and After. Tuesdays 10.00 - 12.00 ncon frc
4 January 1984, £26, At Stourbridge.

(f} Understanding the Earth as a Planet. Tuesdays 2.00 - 4.00pm fro
21 September. £41.50. At Welverhampton.

{g} Fossils, Environments and the Past. Wednesdays 7.30 - 9.30 fro

22 September. £26. At Wolverhampton.
5]



{h) Fossils, Dinosaurs and After, Wednesdays 7.30 - 9.30 from 5
January 1984. £26. At Wolverhampion.
Day schools
Single day schools at Lapworth Museum, Scheel c¢f Earth Sciences, Universily
of Birmingham, Edgbastoen, Birmingham B15 2TT.
{a) Fossil starfish, sea urchins and thel relatives. Saturday 6
Neovember 1993, 10.00 am - 5.00 pm. £13.
{b} Plate tectonics - concepts and processes. Saturday 27 November
1993, 10.00 am - 5.00 pm £12.
{c} Precious and semi-precicus stones. Saturday 5 February 1994.
10.00 am - §.00 pw. £13.
(d} Fossil fish. Saturday 26 February 1994, 10.00¢ am - £5.00 pm. £13.
2. University of Bristol
Details and booking: Department for Contiunuing Education
University of Bristcl
Wills Memcrizal Building
Queens Road
Bristol BEE 1HR {phone 0272 303629
{a) Geology and mining in the ccal basisn cf Gloucestershire and Avon.
Dayschool Saturday 16 April! 1924, 10.00 am - 5.00 pm. Cheltenham.
£12.50.
(B} Geclogy in Wexfeord, Hire. 7-13 May 1994.
{c} Geolegy in the Lizmard Peninsula. Weekend 20-22 May 1994.
{d} Pre-Cambrian geclogy in the Outer Hebrides. 18-24 June 15924.
3. 'Bingsaur Mania'

Editor

ttendances at this event have now exceeded 80,000. This
increase of 400% over 1991.

Secretary

Kate Ashcroft Paul Shilston

48 Worceste“ Lane 15 St. Nicolas Gardens
Sutton Coldfield Rings Norton
B75 BNB Birmingham
B38 B8TW
To? ne1 aNg R7872 Tel: 021 459 3R/N3



