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Editorisl

Many thanks are due to all tHe
people who so willingly helyed
me to prepare my first attempt
at editing anything., While I
consldered the best tactics for
extracting contribytions for the
newsletter without being:accused
of nagging, members! response
exceeded all possilble hopes, One
member even used a first class
stanp to add to his promptness,
and it was never intended to drive
people to such extremes.

It would be appreciested if members,
especlally the newer ones, would

let me know what type of event they
wonld like to write about so that
contributions can come from as many
préople as possible, Articles like
those by Feter Whitehead and Graham
Hickman are very welcome. With the
current amount of help, all I had
to worry about was the typing.

FLEBRUARY 15th '"Pleistocene
Palacontelogy ~ Dating by Beetles',)
Lecture by Dr, Keith Moseley of
sirmingheam University.

[udley Museum at 7.45pm,

7Coffee and biecuits at 7,15pm.

MARGH 15th Sherry and film night
with Annual General Meeting.
Dudley Museum at 7.35C0pnm,

APRIL 12th Informal mecting to
discuss Pleistocene geology with
reference to the next field trip.
Dudley Library at 7.45pnm,

APRIL 22nd Field trip to lock at
some Pleistocene deposits of the .
Midlands, Leader Professor Shotton|

Coach leaves Dudlex Librgrx 2,§0gg'

Future Programme notes,

Meay 10th Informal meeting to discuss

Dorset geology for the next field trip.

May 18th, 19th, 20th Weekend field
trip to Dorset, with leaders from
Southampton Unlversity.

June 7th Informal meeting to discuss
the next fleld trip.

June 10th "Igneous Rocks of the Peak
District', Field trip, leader Dr, R,
Ixer of Aston University, Departure dam.

July 12th Conservation of geologlical
sites in the Black Country. Discussion
of progress up to the present,

July 15th Sites for conservation.
Field trip to sites of interest to the

the Soclety. lOam start,

September 27th '"The Geology of the
Dumfries area'". Lecture by Graham
Hi Ckmanl

Octoberllth Informal meeting to
discuas the next field trip.

October 14th "The Manifold Valley"

Field trip, Jleader Peter Whitehead,
November 16th Social Evening,

Degember 13th “Mineralisation",
Lecture by Dr, Barnes of Swansea

- University.

Please note that there are changes,
Indoor meetings are at 7.45pm. with
coffee and biscuits at 7,15pm.

MNon-members are wélcome at all
meetings, .

The field trip to the igneous rocks of the Black Country & Wyre IForest

had to be postponed due to fog and ice.

It will now be held on :-

Sunday Uth. March, leaving Dudley Central Library at 10am.



A GollT RV S tovn ecentre 1o Juilt where the lLiner
Goal ..casures overlic larpe oooyp coal
Serviener 2lot, minen, .evelor.rints .ust avold Eajor
Taults ard shallow voradurs. JT wines
vhe eolosdeal Resurvey of welford are very rcear ithe surface, areas can
Lew Youn by Dr, R, nanblin of be fully reclaimed after copencast
the Lnutitute of Geologlceal Sciences, mining,

“he Ferao-Triascic includes wind blown
dunes and coarser woaleor-laid deposits,
these rrovide Telfeord with ils waber
supnly.

Lr. canblin gave a very detailed
decseription of the mapring on a
seale of L:25C00 of Telford Lew

Townn. '"he succession in the area
ranges {ron Precambrian volcanics “he basic seoucnce of wuaternary rochs
to maternory deposits. is Lower voulder Clay, cand and Upper

ioulger Clay. whe oands ate very pure,
Tlat lying lalie depositsz, UTne Upper
coulder Clay is Levenslan in age, a
hard cark brown clay with wuch local
source waterial 'ut including Lake
Diglrict and Scotiish pranites. 'The

Procambrian rhyoclites, tufis and
ashen are overiain by shallow water
quart:ites, glawconitic fossilif-
ercus Comley sandstones and Shineton
shales, ‘Lhe Ordoviecian is absent,

nl e reyresented by an intrusion, : N L i
" aid bue Silurian is present as top layers often contain wore varicd

material os the lacicrs had then cut

YVenlocu Limestone, i . .
“deoper and tapped a greater sequonce

vhe Ceorlioniferous lies unconformably ol rocks, Loubt was thrown on the

ort the Lilurian and includes the widcly acceptod @;PlanaLion of tne
Urybreok Sandstone and extrusive Ironhridre Corce as a ploacial overflow
baselis. ‘he coal ceams are more channel, since the Buildvas sands at
humerocus and mere widely separated the entrance to the channel are not
thon in Lhe slack Country. The Coal lelze sands but were lald down in fast
cacures contaln fireclays and flowing strea.s, pernaps subglacially.

casily cmelted siderdtes. lpgh in
the _ozlport deltaic sandstones are
intee, ittent red beds representing
semi-desert conditions, the source
of tor in btihe Coalport Leds is
tnou;nt te be the Silurdian or Lower
Carvonifcrous rocks, Any lighter
oils have jresumably cvapcorated.

‘he whole lecture was liberally
iliustrated with slices, and we caue
away with a clearer picture of the
complexities and iumplications of
reological map.ing. K. A,

Uctober 12th,
e reele Lods with their high

valeinm cobonate content and red Tnlormal uecting, Peter Lhiteaneed
strota indicate increasing desche- led a discuscion on Lthe geology of
ation, tiouph purple, red and pgreen the Church Stretiton area, with
wiecaciocus bLeds were laig down in reference to the next Tield trip.
rivers or teaporary lakes, ‘he hecle Despite very short notice, he made
audsteones tend to give rise to minor the evening thorou;aly informative
rotational slips. “he bnville beds, and very enjoyable also,

with wogsive red sandstones, continue
the otory of increasing crougnt. The

conplomnrawes within the cunville Cotober 15th.

“edn contaln cheorts and lincstones

and suabh hove a different source arca Field trip toc the Vielsh . arderlands.
zrd yoescilly a difierent age {rom Leader, Lr. P, loghill,

those of the type arca. Lo dating

Lechniques are availlable, Lur latest field trip to tae Velsh

borders vas centred on the Church

Minis o bistory hus had an influence
Stretton area, and proved to be

on the form of Telford iew Yown. 'The
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rather pepular. A party of 76
gathered in Cardingmill) Valley
to begin the day's studies of
Fre~Cambrian and Ordovician rocks,

The Fre-Cambrian Longnyndian
sedimentary rocks outcrop to the
west of the Church Stretton fault
complex. 'They are considered to

be shallow water depesits and due to
the absence of fossils arc grouped on
lithological characteristics They
have been considerably disturbed and
folded into a deep syncline trending
NNE - S&W, We ewamincd rocks in the
eastern llmb of the syncline,

The first leocation in the vallecy was
at the Cardingmill CGrit, a wmarker
‘horizon belween the Burway aund Synalds
Groups. The greenish grey sandstone
aad three dircctlons of parting and
the orientation of mica flakes helped
to locate the dip, which was 70° to
WNW,.

Next came the Synalds Group with silty
shales and sandstones, with a change
of colour to purple due to a high
content of 1errou oxides, and again
the dip was ?O Small cores had been
taken from the rocLu for palaecragnebic
observations with the interesting
esulls that the rocks had been deposil-
ed at 50° to 60° 8, (tan, magnctic
inclination =~ 2,tan,latitude), Lvidence
of the bepinning of repional metamor)h-
igm was seern in a oide valley, wita
diaponal cleavapge plancs occurring in
the shales, but only occasiopal [ract-
ares were scen in the harder alternat-
ing sandutones.

Back in the main valley, 1t was a oleep
but rewarding cliamb to see the princip-
al evidence of shallow water deposit-
ion. Ripple werks, raippits and sun
eracks supoested interlticdal conditione,
Above werc iatch Volcanies with their
bleacned rhyelitic tuffs, still part

of the Synalds Group.

We Tinished the worning Ly ariving to
All Stretton to obuerve a guanry con-
veniently situated behind the lcw Tree

Inn, “he quarry contalned oulcrops

of the ©ldest Lonrmyndian rocks, the
Stretton Shale Croup, and showed 113
contact with the overiying Lunton Rocu,

Ln interostin{'“ro“Wcm 0 ‘Jajwwp* WOn
R

noped an both rochks dippod verticr
luncl we

Lfter crossed the Uhurch
Stretton fauli ang travelled cool to
Soudley Quarry to examinc U‘(OVLC'&”
cnterops of the Caradoe Zerles,  Uhe
quarry was once the scurce ol loc al
building stones, At the top of the
quarry were the Cheney wongville Mluns
snd alterrata Dimestone, and at the
bottom the Ghatwell Sondstone, Lhe
seree proved to be a geod huniting
pround for foszils and severad o000
cephalons and pygldiums were found,
po“nj)lv of Treooprervolitihug and
Lloucekia apliculata, ana Lpaclo-

many

pods cuch as dctcrorthis alternata.
Hawler cuvarey was Lhen visited, Lio
.f
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Voleanics

uhluuo Lrdovicis

iro-Cambrian Yriconlan
most iwpressive, out falled to produce
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wiln

¢rlacusslon
and lavas, ond
helped,
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stretton road at fowe :ovwelor, To
ve the unconfomaity of Crdovicinn

Parrepe Shales vesting wioen Soe-Uao vl
Updconian fo1ccyicx. The onLl oo

Yellinella scripta was

Lfoundg in the
road, b (e

shales just by the
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v, Torndll coped remarkably well
with cuch a large party. e
thamied him and Lleflt for home at
17,20, With much more interesting
reology within the Velsh Berders,
a fupther field trip Lo the area
scons a logical follow-up to this
vislit. SPYUIR
P

i ovember 17th,.

Soclal Lvening,

The Socicty's socnql avening, held
curing the bread strilke with its
longs cucues of anxious faces any-
whore wread was Lo be found, cculd
have been a delight for the calorie
counters only. Lol so, =since the
coneilitliee had chesen well in having
.aitland and Bllen Woods as tha
woandLeis,  With a little family
ielp dn Loth production and prep=-
uration, they managed Lo make a
ieagte oy such proportions ss to 1ll
.y ieoclogist's bottomless pit.
Delicious Frenech sticks and rolls
burstine with goodness elegantly
rraced the table., Cur thanis must
o to »llen for meking the evening
30 successiul,

'he O0ld 0ill provided a cosy and
velconing venue for many old facos
and an encouraging nunher of @ew
ones to meet in, 'The soclal
cvening is an dmportant cne for the
socicty, Dboth as a fund raiser and
for fostering friendsnip hetween
menbers and their families. Hembers
of families left al home either
Tromn cholce or necessity when the
Lociecty weets, have an opportunity
of feeling part of the Soclety and
of teing able to ghare in now
friendshidps.

thre pencrously donoatoed pifto for
tite rafile caused an unexpecled
rush for tickets, but the quick
toiniting treasurer made a sSpeCay
rovaluation of ticket price and
Lept cveryone happy. [IVREN

Lecenhter Yth.

vindne in the @loc €untry by

speancrs fros btie olacit Country
suseun Lining Croup.

Lhis was a [rierdly weelting which
aliractoeg far more non-masbors than
nenbors,  Alon dallian desceribed
the worve of the . lachk Leountryruseuwn
Mining vroun since its formation in
19706 din receording and consorving
all asveets of MLMAH[, helfore
introducing his fteam of spealkers,

‘Yig first star turn vao Uharles

ceppett, who nad the adventare of
havingy lived throurin a conslderatle
zlice of ﬁinimg higltory, He
described verscnal rewninlscences

of aniLg oebtween 191u and 1O5GO
with ryapnic realism, e told us
useful thingcs about in 1rits,  Dbeaan
enpines, willar and stall wvoriing,
and the art ol leacing drunicn
winers Lo wor's,

SApel Cheraan cescrioed his
puarticuloer dnterer t ir nroducing
arcnitectural plang of pithesad
buildings, Ir wany cases the
buildings were on the jolnt of
collapse or demolition, and their
Yayout could have been Lost for ever

letor Smallshire teoi us o an
illusirated trip through canals

and tunrels, in the Ludley iimesztone
mines, de zihowed us what wust be

a unilaue selection of slides,

Colin Lpipe comnleted lLiie quintet
with a tall on old wineshafts and
their Lreatment, leaving uzs auite
clear vwhat to do 1T awny wore ncles
arpear in the .irminghaa hew Hoad,

Cail

Lidds RSN el AL U VLRSI

Ty Crabhms Liclonan.

For the next threc years I shall be
reading for 2 ‘cgree in ‘CGeology
with Ceopnysics' at Lelcester
University,

Leicester is peorraphically very
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| found
— again

Museum workers have
rediscovered a8
350-million-year-old  fish
fossil,

They made the find dur-
ing removal work at Dudley
central art gallery,

Dudley’s famous fossil col-
lection 18 being moved from
cellars helow the gallery to
ﬁeologica} show cases in the

uilding. The collection has
been suffering because the
cellarg
damp.

The foasil is of an early
lobed fin type fish and is
ver{;‘;'are.

*We stumbled across this
remarkably good specimen
while moving the collection.
It is- a number of
discoveries,” said geological
museurn  assistani, Mr
Graham Hickman, who is
pictured with the find.

B
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are too cold and

The two articles on this page are
reproduced‘with the permission of
"Express and Star", Wolverhampton.

Holiday
with
fossils

An 18-year-old Wolver
hampton student holds the
future of Dudley”s world-
famous fossil collection in his
hands, -

Graham  Hickman, of
Rowan Creacent, is a8 com-
mittee member of the Black
Country Geological Society,
and is spending the summer
working on the fossil
collection. -

- Later this year he iz going
to b\._u_xiversit,y te  study
'Eaé)‘hegy‘])udley fousil collec-
tion includes specimena from
all over -the world, but
thoubands of items are stored
in the central museum eellar
end are being attacked by

p. -

Graham seid today: “There
is  no doubt that they are
rotting, and there ig nothing
that can be done with some
‘of them,

“Ideally they should be
moved out of the cellar.”

At the .end of his stint at
Dudle‘s; Graham will help
formulate recommendations
on how best to preserve the
collection.

Express and Star, Wednesday, 19th. July 1976




coniral ong nelthey toc necar nor tac
four Iroa ho.e, This not only enables
me Lo lieeyp up wy linus with bhe BCGS,
it aloo e es for new acoualintances
wili aore distant peclopieonl socletlen
suelr o the past iiidlands CGeological
Sociely aund the Leicester Literary

and laileosophnical Socicty (Ueoloyy
Section).

The first year course ls two thirds
reololy and one tinird paysics. The
ceolopy rart is divided dnto two sets
of lecctures, one in gencral geolopy
and onlc in wmore specialized topics
which are not taupnt at 'A' level,
Thece d1nclude statistical analysis
of reoloical c¢ata, and conruting.
Geoyhysicints rely on ot of these
for intcrpreting readings fro. selsailce
~upveys, wiere the guantity of data
-0 too [reat to Le dealt u*tu wyoauy
ctner welicd,

ihe hysics iz oulte o contrast, in
that the level of wors 1s much more
cdvancod and ope is expected to have
an excollent comprehension cof 'A'

lovel phyoles.

Lhe pecio o field trips secm vory
rushe G and overcrowaod with students,
but tuis will soon improve since
stuinuts Lewing geclopy oo thelr

sup. Lementory subject necd to coume

ol only oue more field trip,

THE CONSERVATION COLUMN,

by Coldn lidtchell,

the Consorvation Grour intend to keop
weni-ors infopmed ol our lroLreﬁﬁ at
yresent wost of our time is sjent on
sites thrcatened hy the wasulve
Derclict Laond Reclanation 1 ro;ramme
wvhich has bepuan.  Lhe VWest oidlands
Coul Ly wvonnell and the Metropolitan
poroush Counteils of budley, Sandwell
and . iraiunghaa have been asked oy the
Soeiety Lo conperve varilous exposurcs,
ihey unve oll
to help us, ard also to keep us
inforaed oi tieir future schieaes,

danogyorth - Swan Villa dalinay.,
The old Spow Hill to Wolverhawpton
Low Level railwal is: to becone a
pusdic wal oway, Qur interest ds at
Vent wrowica vhere the rallway line
where oulerons of the

iz in 2 cul.ing
liecle Beds occur. 1Ilie County s lan, er

stated tinelr willingness

will concerve Lnose oivoonuros waleh
ve nsle oo docortants dorn willd e
carriea out o closrling el osures

ond Aovrovii oocoossd ol lity,

Cotuall End Tip.

Alter toe downyiag of tie Coaol
LEeASUDTE chﬂouure, a site weoting
was held with Ludler Leisure zid
decreation Burviccs. e leirortance
of vae slte vuo poistoa out, a.o we
HOW LLAve an aa ur ance trat the
gnposure will e con:;c-.-rved.

Roush Bill Quayry.

The County Ilanacr ard eandweil M.l
Ilanner heve aooursa us taot plenty

of the dolerite cioocure will resaln
albter Tiprding ino cecn cocvleted.  dhe
auariy oo good cntoclon of spacrolual
wratueris o and colnarar jodoting,

cueslet daud anc sravel uorcics,
Greoat Lorr.

Thne liature Connorrion
our concern guont T
tipying woay ta .o place, Je are
interested in the c;y surcs of unter
Febble Lods oid Loelr cooceloced
gediventory suruectures,  Tae
Departaeyt o! eolodenl Selo ong at
the Uvivercity of . ipradii; ool 1s now
aclively considerin: thls pslte an nart
of ito unuvergriauecte Leacnlny proraaig:
a result of dto belng listed in our
Lizt of gpeolordcenl wilteo,

[l

- Uounell share
i te, wvhorc

(_.

e
i
-

Or“['\»

Jorious otener sitoen, inelvair; thoue
at Bagoerd e Col.icry aud .cw rowley
Road, wotaertct oro pregent ooelng
investi;oted,

The ren,onse to tne call for peoclogical
sites tarow;ent the arvceo aag beon
excellent, brici details of 6o sites
are included on the cuclosed List,

and morc nave be.n prosiced. L@ noye
to circulate the list to all interest.d
portics aren site hao beon vjaitcd,
1to imJUJLJHCH cvaluaced, ond detalloed
inforaation recordcea,

Yne Consorvation uloup would ve please
to nave avointaicoe wiia thg VLULLLMS
and recov 1oof uiiou, et usually
toes [ luce o ounaary : Tlene

contact Peter Parkes, edgg.' 75895
or Colin Mitchell, o02i-%5 4353

Editor: Sheila Pitts, 4 Siskin Road,
Pedmore, Stourbridge, West Midlands,
UYg 7HU,
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