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aetings are held at the Sarseents Head, Stone
Strast, Judley. V.30 gp.m. for 2 pom. stort.
Thase wanting help with transport for field meetings,
plzase contact Paul Shilston on 021 453 3&603.

The 3uciety dozs not provide perscnal zecident cover
fer mambers or visitors on Field tripas. You ara -
strongly advised to tgke out ycur cun gpersomal in-
guranc2 to the lsvel which you fz2el zppraoprizte.
Scheols and ather 2odies arrenge their cwn insurance
35 a maiier 2f course,

Sundcov: 130 Zeptember: Field meeting to South Walsas
ceraoniferous limestong led 2y Sus Gidson (Jjoint meeting
with Shropshire Geclogical Society). This will be a walk
of about 43 miles in some of the 9est scznery in South
Yalgs, all inside the 3recon 3eacons Mational Fark,
finishing st Pornt-dedd-fechan in the klz cof Neath.

The walk follows the River Mellte which disappears under=
ground where ii crosses the cerooniferous limestone and
reappears, flowing through a gorge and over several
waterfslls. The features are a result of the geclogical
structure and lithologiss together with the effects cof
river capture and rejuvenation in late Tertiary times.
Meet at the Port-yr-Ogof cave car park (927122),
Ystradfellte, about B8 miles Morth of Aberdare at 1C.30
a.ms M3 Although in South %ales, journey time from the
¥, Midlands is 1&=2 hours hy the MS,M5C and Heads of
lelleys road (A465; to Hirwaun.

Monday: 17th October: Lecture "Those incredible limestaone

mountains of Scuth China™ by A. C. iJgltham of Trent Foly-
technic, Mottingham. Limestones often form Karst scenery
with surface and underground features = gorges, potholes,
sink holas and caverns but in South China they are

developed to a spectscular degres. Thersz are fantastic
limestone pillars in one area known as the stone forest as
well as the river gerges and pillars aoften sesn in

Chinese peintings.

Tony “Jaltbam is a lively and interasting speaker. As wall
as a gaologist, he is an axpert on cavipg in limestone areas,
particularly in Yorkshire, and has written several caving
guides,

He has travelled to study limestcne regions all over the
world, and na2s taken part in expeditions to China, the
Himalayas snd Papus %ew Guinea (or was it 3orneo?) with this
last reatured in a 32€ TV pregramme.

THIS WILL 3 AM EAEVING TS REMEMICR.

sunday: 135tH Hovembes: Field meeting ta Clee Hills,

visiting 3roun Clze and Tittarston: Zlse. These are of
Devonian and Carbeniferous age with cappincs of 3-salt
generally thought to be Carbonifarous. There is slso a
small zoplfizld.

The lzacer, Tim P2srce, comes
the arza well, He is at oresen
oeclogy of Madeira.

Aeet: 10,75 s.ume abt Victoria Puz In Clae 4ill wvwillage, on the

WliT7 road hetueen jewdlay and Ludlow.

rom a local village and knows
t studying for a Fhd on the
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woncay: Tkh Jecamber: Lacturz "The

Racgeoursa collicry mine" by Migel
Chapman of tha 3lack Csuntry Museum
(Mining Group).

Tha mining group have Seen raesesrching
on the history of coalmining in the
3lack Country, and are reconst-ucting
a sn:il mine on the Museum site.
Migzl's talk will descrihe their
activities, and updatz membzrs on
their progress.

Monday: 16th January, 1989: Lecture on

"Geology in Ireland™ oy Colin Reid,
Keeper of Geology at the Dudlsy Museum.

fionday: 13th Faid: AGHM at 7.45 p.m.

followed 2t 8 p.m. by 5 talk by Paul
Shilston "Yellowstone and Yasemite -
two great national parks."

Yzllowstone and Yosemite are probably
the tuwo most attractive national parks
in the USA, and they offer interesting
geological contrasts as well as breath-
taking scenery.

Yelloustone has a grz2at ranga of
geothermal features - geysers, hat
springs, fumsroles, mud pots - whilst
Yosemite is a large granitic area
showing ice-age glaciation effects.

Monday: 13th March: Lacture "The

.Channel Tunnel®™ 2y [R.5. Rainford of

Tarmac Construction.

- Tarmac Construction are one of the

partners in the Euro-tunnel consortium,
and this lecturz will describe soma of
the geological and civil engineering
aspacts of the tunnel projact.

28th March-10th April - MURCHISOWN
SYMPCSIUM - an international symposium
of the Silurian system, held at Keele
University. ' -

It is planned to arfange a special
event on Friday 3lst fMarch when the
symposium hgz - historical outing te
Dudley. :

Sunday: lath April: Field meeting =
Tertiary dykes in Zouth Staffs, led by
Jr. David Thompson of Kesle University
Joint meeting with Shropshire
Geological Sociaty.

Graham Hiclkkmans:

Many mem-ers will remember Graham
Hickman, a long=-standing society
memoer who has spent the last 3} years

- sorry I backed intc your car', to,

in Zgypt looking for 2il,

In that time he has got married - his
wife Kerry iz Welsh not Egyptian! - and
they hava now rzturmed to ELngland. Ue
send them our congratulations and 2est
wishas.

Graham has writtan an account of his time
in Egypt, which we publish in this
newsletters«

fy Time in fgypt:

In tha summer of 1984, I was asked if [
would like tc go and work in Zgypt. My
enthusiasm for the posting must hawve Heen
obvious because 2y Uctober 3lst I was sst
on a plane trawelling to Cairo for what

was supposed to be a two year posting. (It
turned out to be a three and a half year
posting! but that's a different story).

My arrival in Eqypt was heralded by a
multitude of people clamouring over the
rails to be the first in the family to hug
the long awaited relatiwe. For me, a work
colleague saw to my safe arrival and Hooked
me into a hetel for a short peried that
turned out to be six months as my flat was
not ready. 0One thing I learned in Cairo
was patience. Mever did I once get any-
thing done 'today' - it was always
‘tomorrow®. Still they did tzach me a

word 'Maleesh! (that enabled me Lo put up
with the delays)meaning anything from, 'I'm
*I'm
upset for you that your mother has passed
away.' bHeedless to say it is a very well-
used word! - '

My work was fipne once I had got used to the
idea that many of the local staff needed to
be taught how to help hefore thay could do
anything well. .

Ouring my first year in Egypt I was res-
ponsible for organising several seismic
surveys in the Gulf of Suez and the uestern
Mediterranean. I later became involued in
intarpretation of seismic datz and
moniterad progress cof several exploratien
wells.

Egypt soseescas mary different geclogiczl
settings. The Gull of Suez Deing a

natural extansion of the Red 3ea rift is a
classical rift sasin. In the torth of the
Sinai Feninsula, thrust tsctonics ars seen
and relate tc the ccllisien of the African
Plats with Zuropa. The Milz Delta is 3
classical exampie of a long established
delta.

Ouring my first tuc wesks I did all the
usval “ourizt sights 2nd decided that once
was guita zrcugh when you =re heing

hassleod bto death to buy a ticket to ses a
pyromid that just hoppens to e immediotaly



in front of ycu and the man that ycu
nzve amployad 35 your guide tzlls you
that they wera bullt by the Aomans fzr
the Fharachs! Cven my sparce knowladge
of history told me it must 9e wreng.
jut the excitement really hegan after

I had Yhought myssalf a four wheel drive
vehicle. Although I had to wailb al-
most a year before it hecame legal,

tha wait was worth it. Meny times I
travellad intc unspailt desert and
discovered sc many wenders thst thera
are toco many to shar2 with you.However,
on a particular trip that my wife ond

I (yes, I also found a wife whilst in
Cairo!) did regularly, was to a placa
in the desert called Dima {proncunced
Deemay ) »

The site was a Roman/Greek sita that
had been lezft alane by humanity for
several hundrzd years. Lying around on
the ground were pot shards too in-
numerablas to mention, accompanied Hy
Roman glass, bricks, and the occasional
copper ring, fisn hook, or glass ‘read.
The walls of the town still stand
about 3C feet high and the granary is
still intact. It's a fascinmating
placa to se=.

3ut for me the most wonderful thing
had te be the nearby escarpment. The
ascarpment exposes an Oligocens and
Mioceng secticn of deltaic through to
shallow marine sediments. At almost
every horizon numerous fossils can be
found. BSone Yeds (which put the
Ludlew 3onz 3ad to shame) contain large
fist sized fragments of reptile and
mammal bones. Sharks teeth can also
be found up to three inches long. 0On
one trip a fiwe year old girl found a
huge sharks tooth that made all the
geoclogists on the trip grsen with envy,

but try as we might ours werz miniscule

in comparison.

Ovar the whole escarpment, fossil re-
mains abound. I have found such things
as crocodile skin and bones, turtls
shell and ather parts of the .animal.

On one very memorable stroll in the
desert I was delighted, to put it
mildly, tc discover an almost intact
fish 9ackhone. Such were the riches of
tha desert that we never came away frem
a trip without aamething remarkanle.
3ack at home my 'small' collection
takes pride of place. It includes
sharks teeth, crocodile skin, fish
baonas, numerous species of gastropod,
ray teeth and of course fossilized
wood. ‘shich brings me onto the Finzl
part of this short piec2 seecesss

.

Just on the outskirts of Caird lies a
mossive Forast of fossilized wood. The
traes all seem . tc be lying in the scme
direction and have no leaf {ossil remaing
around, as ©:r as I was able tc make out,
The fossils ranged in size from about § to
30 foot. It was the finest specimen of
Fossilized weod that T have aver seen. 1
have severzl pieces of wood in my col-
lection ons of them even has all the detsil
of a knct hole.

50 now I'm back at home. I miss my desert
trips; I went to 4Whitby 3ay to try to
sclve my longing but the one ocmmonite that
I found didn®t seem tc hold the same kind ¢
magic. I =lso miss my four wheel driwe,

I have a bicycle now! 3wt I do hawve my re-
minders, as my wifz often tzlls me as she
dusts them!

Commitize -flews:

At the AGM neld on 12th March, 1983 it

was agreed thet as there was a shortage of
two ordinary commiitze members, the
coemmittse could co-opt twe members, when
secasion arose during the year.

At the committee meeting on 12th July, two
membzrs, Mrs. Janet Mezkin and Peter Smith,
were co-cptad, and we would like to welccme
them on to the commitiee.

Publications:

'Fassil Forum' - the international magizins
for fossil colliectors, by fossil collectors
Gives the latest developments and dis-
ccveries in palaeontology. Published in a
handy AS Format with strong cerd cowver on :
quartarly basis,.

UK subscription £7.50. to:-

Fossil Forum Subscription Depzariment,
Palaec-Enterprise Publications,

39 Drake Avenue,

Torgquay,

Devon TG2 334,

{for next four issues).

Mew Larth Sciappes 1908:-

For furthar details on any of the following
titles please write tc Simon Gilford,
Longman Group UK Ltd., Longman House, 3urnt
fMill, Harlow, Essex, CHM2C 2JE.

Grder from lecal haokshop
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INTERPRETATION OF GEOLOGICAL MAPS
B C M Butler and J D Bell
0 582 30169 6 £12.95 net

SURVEYING AND MAPPING FOR FIELD SCIENTISTS

william Ritchie, Michael Wood, Robert Wright,
David Tait
0 582 30086 X £12.95 net

INTRODUCTION TO PRACTICAL ORE MICROSCOPY

P R Ineson
0 582 30140 8 £10.95 net

FUNCAMENTALS OF GEOMORPHOLOGY (2E)
R J Rice
0 582 30151 3 £13.95 net

RAUSSELL'S SOIL CONDITIONS AND PLANT
GROWTH (11E)

Edited by Alan Wild

0 582 44677 5 £39.95 net

From tha Fapers:-

DiNosaur IT |
EXHIBITION

"= A ROARING
SUCCESS!!

The popular Dinosaur 2 Exhibi-
tion featuring models and
murals made by local achools
and colleges continues this
month at Dudley Museum and
Art Gallery. The event runs
through until 1 October, but
some exhibits featured, includ-
ing the two films 'Discovering
Dinosaurs’ and Dinosaurs - the
age of the Terrible Lizards' will
! finish on 13 Avgust. These are
presently shown each weekday
at 1lam and 3pm. ‘
The centrepiece of the exhibi-
tion is a dinosaur jungle world,
with large 3-D models and -
audio-visual effects. Later in
the month 'Dud’' the giant
stegosaurus, to be seen in this
year's Dudley Show, will be
joining his frieads at the Art
Gallery.

The Geology Gallery - which
now boasts new displays includ-
ing one of spectacular minerals,
will alse be on view and the
museum shop will be selling
dinosaur models, posters, tee-
shirts and books. All the family
welcome! For further details
contact Colin Reid on Dudley
456000 ext 5574.

HYon. Secratarvs:

Bzul Shilston,

15 St. Micolas Gardens,
Kings Morton,
Qirmingham 338 8Ty,

Tel: 021 459 Z303.

Andrew Rigby,
Uitley Housa,
0.3. Hespital,
Stoursridge 0Y8 1GX.

Tel: 0334 390916.




