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NEWSLETTER No. 65 - October, 1987:

Forthcoming Mestings:

Sunday: 1llth October: Joint field trip with

Shropshire Geologiecal Society to the Malvern Hills,
an attractive arees which we have not visited for
some years. This is the last field trip before the
winter, so don't miss it!

Meet at 10 o'clock at the North Mslwvern Clock Tower
on B4232 (Grid ref. 76994705). There is a largs
car park just before the towser. 8ring a packed
lunch. Dur lesdar will be Dr. David Bullard.

The Malwvern Hills have a distinguished history in
geclogical research, especially in Victorian times.
As an important area for field geology, the Nature
Conservsnecy Council hes been interested in making =
guide book for the areas. Work stasrted in 1980 and
has expanded to become a major contribution on the
geclogy of the hills. The book is due to be pub-
lished in September, 1988. In writing this guids,
Or. Bullard is continuing his interast, which
started as a reseasrch project on the Malvernian in
the early 1970's. Structurally, the hills present
a very complex history and the new exposures (1987)
along the western edge of the hill region have ex-
tended our understanding. It is to thess key
exposures that the day will be oriented, working
from N. Malvern southward to finish at Raggilstonse
Hill.

(Saturday: 24th October:)

Dear Mr. Gollegs,

Here is a write up on the forthecoming Open Day for
geology at Dudley Museum on the 24th COctober from
10.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. There will be several
childrens' activities including filins and vidaos

on dinossurs and the formation of fossils, as well
as fossil cast-meking, a "hands-on" stand on fossils
and minerals and a gallery guiz.

Fof mineral lovers there will be three stands, on
lapidary, gemmology and minerals, as well as
specimens for sesle or exchange. Specialists stands
will ipclude the Associstion of Teachers of Geology,
Dudley Cave Rescus Team and, of course, the BCGS.
Also stands by Johnscn, Poole & Bloomer; West
Midlands Gem and Mineral Society: British Micro-
mount Society. There will be several new displays
in the Geology Gallery snd and all BCGS members will
be invited to inspect the new storage facilities for
the parmanent collection.

All welcome. Plgase come along and give your support.
Colip Reid.

Monday: 1l&th November: Indoor meeting at the
Sarascen's Head, 5tone S5treet, Oudleay. 7.30. p.m.



for 8.00 p.m. Another talk from a
regular visitor, Dr. Reg Bradshaw, of
Bristol University, whose lecturs is
entitled "Geology and Philately.”

You will not be the only one wondering
what connection there could be between
rocks end stamps! Which i= 8 good
reason to come snd hear this entertair-
ing speaker.

Monday: 7th December: Indoor meeting
st the Saracen's Hsad. A suitably
cold subject *Greepland®, for the talk
by Dr. Andrew Champers of Aston Uni-
versity. This will cowver in
particular the roots of ancisnt
wolcanoces, which not only reveals

much about the origins of the area,
but alse the unusual metal orss there.

Editor's Note:

This neswsletter marks the beginning

of a new era - for the first time in ..

nine years it has not been edited by
Sheila Pitts. My first task must be
to thank her for producing the news-
letter for so many years, with com-
plete reliability.

The newsletter is a vital means of
communication ip our Society, but it
is no easy task for the editer to keep
up with all the bits of news coming in
and yvet publishing it im a readabls
and useful form. It is easy to get a
confusing feeling of deja w at times.
This issue of the newslettaer is being
taken cere of by your Wce-~Chairman,
but the next - and we hope many more
issuss - will be edited by Andrew
Rigby,. Andrew is a teacher in
Stourbridge and has been a keen
member for many years. UWe wish him
well as our new editor. As for
Sheila, she will be sble to come to
meetings and actuslly anjoy tham!
Many aspects of lifs arse changing
slowly but surely, and amateur
geology is no exception. Many of our
members still enjoy the traditional
activities of societies such as ours,
observing and collecting end listen-
ing to lesrped lecturers. Such
societies in the 19th century pro-
duced many great geologists and their
writings and also the great collec-
tions of fossils and minerals which
are displayed, or 1lie rotting, in the
nation's museums today.

There is nowadays another develop-

ment - people are increasingly in-
terested in the dynamics of natursl
history, how it all works and how all

the perts of the environment affect one
another. This has led to awaraness of
the nesd for consarvation and environ-
mental management, as cen be clearly ssan
in the recent increase in the number of
societies and campaigns concerned with
such interests, Your committee hasve de-
liberated often on how or if we should
meet this change in public aswarsness.
Some things are clear, s.g. thers are
not too many people who want the
traditional geological socisty in the Wast
Midlands; seg. geology is not well inte-
grated into West Midlands natural history
interests. Soms members beleng to othar
socisties, We would be pleased to hasr
from you, because we need to kesp in touch
with progress in other areas of natural
history. Such things hawve edges that are
more blurred than they used to be, as can
also be ssen from courses and classes
being offered this Autumn and Winter - a

~zrist follows later in this newsletter

John Gollene:

Programme for 1988:

Monday: 4th Janusry: Saracen's Head,
Stone Street, Dudley. 7.30 p.m. for
B.CO p.m. Dr. Coopeof Aston University
will be talking asbout the mammoth re-
mains found last year in Shropshirs.

Monday: B8th February: Saracen's Head,
Stone Street, Dudley. 7.30 p.m. for

8.00 p.m. Paul Shilston, ths BCGS
Secretary, will give am 1llustrated talk
on Canyons in Utah and Arizona, hased on
his recent geological holiday tour through
Western U.S.A.

Saturday: 12th March: Society visit to
the Chirese Dinosaur Exhibition at the
National Mussum of Wales. Whilst we aTe
therd, the A.G.M. will be held. A cosch
will be arranged, so reserve this date and
bring aslong your family and friends. This
is & world-class exhibition, which has
greatly impressed those who have seen it.
for the non-geologists, there are plenty

of attractions in centrzal Cardiff: axcel=
lent shopping centre; the restored Norman/ -
Romen fort; Docks; as well es the other
dapartments of the museum. Booking detasils
in next newsletter.



Sundey: 17th Aprils Field trip to the
Abberley Hills in Worcestershirs, led
by Dr. Petar Oliver, former vice-
chairman B.C.G.S.

Sunday: Bth May: Field trip toc attend
the Open-Day of the-?ritiah Gaologicsl
Survey, based st Keyworth, Nr. Notting-
hem. BGS was formed in 1835 to record
UK geological knowledge, to provide an
advisory service, and to conduct pro-
jects (e.g. the present geothsrmal
energy project). Mapping is one of the
basic sctivities; other interests to

be displayed on the Open Day include:-
water resources; deep drilling; con-
struction surveys for dams, tunnels,
motorways etc.; disposal sités: metal
and mineral resources; offshore work:
0il and gas} type collections af
fossils and minerals; sesismology. A
coach will be arranged to Keyworth: it
should be interesting to both members
and their friends. This is a once =z
year chanoe - don't miss itl

further details of next year's mest-
ings will appear in the next news-
lstter. Those attsnding BCGS field
trips should note that the Society
does not provide personal insurance
cover. You should arrange any in-
surence you feel to be necessary.

3irmingham University Extra-Mural
Dept. classes.
P.0. Box 363, Birmingham BlS 2TT.

176 DINOSAURS: THEIR LIVES AND TIMES SBI/S
AUTHUR CRUICKSHANK BSc PhD: DAVE NORMAN BSg,
PhO; JOHN MARTIN BSc Fes: £7 (£3.60)
Seturdpy Mov 7 10.00-4.30 Faculty of Arts, Univeraity B15
Dinosaurs are » diverss and sxciting group of extinct reptilas,
whose life styles are becoming increasingly well understood.
Three experts will present up-to-date information on all

nspects of dinesaur lives and the factors which may have led
10 their extinction, |

136 GEOLOGY AND SCENERY OF THE BRITISH ISLES SPGH
C.H.S. SANDS BSc PhD Fee: £26 {£13}
20 mestings dincl 3 full day trips} 7.30 Oct 1 Dept of
Geological Sciences, University B15
The course will provide 2 background knowledge of the
geological history of Britein against which the present
structure and scenary can be appreciatad.

B8 GREEN CORRIDORS:
A FIELD COURSE
PETER SHIRLEY
B meatings 7.30 May 24 Winterbourne
"Grean Corridors™ are of great importance to the vitality of
wild lite in the Midiands. This fiald coursa will introduce the

SBO/6
Fee: £14 (£7)

172 GREEN CORRIDORS IN URBAN AREAS SBO/S
PETER SHIRLEY AND OTHERS Fee: TBA
Saturday Feb 20 10.00-5.00 Faculty of Arts, University B15
The problems of conserving the wildilts veius of linear sites,
such as river valizys and canais in urban ares, snd of realising
their wildiife and recreational potentisl. OFf interest 1o natural
historians 8nd conservetionists, snd officers of local
Buthorities, statutory and voluntary bodiss.

THE NATURAL HISTORY OF DUDLEY BORODUGH Fee: £12 (£6)
6 meetings (including fisld visits) Thursdays 7.00 from May 12
1988 at Saltwell Development Centre, Bowiing Green Road,
Netherton :

DAVID OAKLEY BSc

Dudley Borough possesses what must be the richest diversity of

wildiife hebitats to be found in any urban area in the country.
Thase habitats will be axpiored.

GEOLOGY, LANDSCAPE AND MAN Faa: £19 (£10)
12 meetings (including fiald visits) Tuesdays 7.30 from Oct 6 at
the United Reformed Church, Gracechurch Centra . Su‘ﬁ‘on R
CHRIS SANDS BSc PhD ’
An outline of the geological factors which have mouldad the
scenery of Britain and a consideration of how thess factors have
also infiluenced man,

GEOLOGY AND SCENERY IN THE MARCHES
Based at Praston Montford

Tutor: DAVID CRONSHAW BA PhD

A short course centred in the spectacular South Shropshire hill
country, providing the apportunity to investigate at first-hand the -
relstionships between the striking surfece Jandforms and
scenary and the unigue underlying paciogy.

Fea: £145.00 10 inciude fuil-board sccommodation in twin-
bedded room, tuition.

22-29 July 1588

ROCKS, MINERALS ARND MINES
Based at Preston Montford
Tutor: DAVID PANNETT BA

An opportunity to axplore & part of the country in which mining
and mineral extraction have played an important part in its
history and landscape deveiopment and to collect and study in
the hand many of the minerals involved.

Fee: £5B.00 to include full-board accommodation in twin-
bedded room, tuition.

10-12 June 1988

WOLVERHAMPTON |
At the College of Adult Education, Old Hall Street.

FOSSILS: A PANORAMA OF PAST LIFE (09H15)

Tutor: John Armitage
A fully illustrated course presenting a broad panorama of past

lite as demonstrated by the fossil record; how they have been

preserved and what they tell us aboutl past life and past
environments.

10 mestings, THURSDAYS, 7.30 p.m., starting September 24th In Room 12, Fee:

Ses ‘Notes’ at irom ol programme.

SR i SHREWSBURY

All courses (except Place Names of Shropshire) will be held at The
Galsway EdEscalion and Arns Centre, Chester Street, Shrewsbury, SY1
1NB.

ides of Green Corridors and includes visits 1o some of the
most imporiant corridors in the region.
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GEOLOGY IN SHROPSHIRE Fee: £26 (£13)
20 meetings Mondays 7.30 p.m. from 28 September.

PETER TOGHILL, PhD ] ) ] .
The great vanely ol Shropshire's geology will be explained in detail.
Initially, aspects ol the counly's geologizl his will be used 10
understand the general principles of geology. The beginner will
theroloro notbe out of place.

A Ayt

UNDERSTANDING THE BRITISH LANDSCAPE

12 meetings Wednesdays 7.30 p.m. rom 23 Saptember.

DAVID PANNETT, BA :

Qur familiar British landscape of hills, valleys, fowlands and coastiing is

. the product of changing chmates and sea levels acling upon a varied

. collection of rocks. The characteristic fpatures can be seen bath in
" Shropshire and in many favourite holiday areas and will be explained wit-

me‘kelpaﬁr_hgg:graphs, maps and diagrams. .

.

Fee: £18 (£9)

University of London
DEPARTMENT OF

EXTRA-MURAL STUDIES

Extra-Mural Cantre, 32 Tavistock Sguare,
London WC1 (01-636 8000 extension 3854)

Dartmoor And Torbay

765X05 Thursday to Sunday, 19 1o 22 May.
Fee:£25.00 + accom. Michael Bamlett, BA, MPhil,
MiGeoi & D Laming. CENTRAL REGISTRATION

Mesozoic Rocks And Coasts

765X04 Thursday to Sunday, 2310 26.June.
Fee:£25.00 + accom. Michael Bamlett, BA, MPhil,
MIGeaol. Gower Peninsula CENTRAL
REGISTRATION

The Western Weald

765X03 Friday to Sunday, 2 to 4 October. Fee: £20.00
Michael Bamlatt, BA, MPhil, MiGeol & Beryl Oxtoby-
Evans. Haslemere CENTRAL REGISTRATION

Iceland
765X09 Summer 1988. Fee: TBA
CENTRAL REGISTRATION

Skye - Volcanics And Structures

765X06 Wednesday Eto 13 Aprl. Fee: £40.00 +
accom. Michael Bamlett BA, MPhil, MIGeo! & Dr Bonita
Thomsop. . CENTRAL REC;‘!STRATIO!‘V .

The Limestone Reglons Of Southern France
765X08 3to 12 June. Fee: £50.00 + trave, & accom.

SVanRose CENTRAL REGISTRATION  ~ - =

B.C.G.5. News:

Cotwall End wlley Nature Centre,
‘Sedgley:

BCGS and the managemsnt of the centre
have been co-opergting for gsome time,
the aim being to use some of the geo-
logical exposures in the wvalley to set
up a ogeological trail. This is thought
to be important by BCGS because it will
help te heighten public awareness of

geology and its place in the environment.
Despite fPraguent negotiations, it is
proving difficult to gst everyone con=-
cernad in the right place at ths same
time. Our man on the spot is Graham
Worton, .and hopefully he will be able to
get things moving agein soon, in which
case he will want wolunteers to help the
British Trust for Conservation iblunteers
who will be doing the path meking etc.

Pensnett Wildlife Group:

3CGS had a display stand at this Group's
exhibition in Brierley Hill in July,
which should help to get us kpown better
in that area. John Easter manned the
stand for us.

Past Newsletters:

Surplus copies of past 3CGS newslatters
have been collected together:-

Nos.l-6, covering the yesrs 1575/6
Nos.7=14 " " 1977/8

NDS.].S‘-Z‘I- n " 1979/803

These are availahle at meetings gt 20p
each or 50p for zll thres.

From the Papers:

GEOLOGY TODAY September-Qctober 1987/151

< On a recent field trip organized by the Black

. Couniry Geological Society, amateur geologist Hilary

Giltrap discovered a small shiny black object in a
sedimentary face that, ar first sight, looked fairiv
uninteresting. However, Leicester Museum has since
identified the object and a few similar pieces collected
at the same time as bone {ragmen:s from the dorsal -
veriebrae of a large tand-dwelling or flying reptile. No
further fragments were found on a return visit to the
site; but it turns out that fragments discovered at the
same site some time ago, and now in Oxford Museum,
nave been positively identified as having belonged 10 a
stegosaur. It's possible, therefore, that all the frag-
men(s were part of the same animat; and the new finds
are being sent 1o Oxford for comparison. As we have
remarked in these columns before, geology is stll one
of the few fortunate sciences in which amateurs can
make interesting and important discoveries.


news:

Report on "Palasoecology of the
Dudley Limestona™ a tslk on 6th

July, 1987 by Dr. D. Gobbett:

Or. Derek Gobbett gave s most lucid
account of the Wenlock Limestons.
These middle S5ilurian rocks were laid
down in a tropical or subtropical sea
south of the equator.

Beginning with maps, sections and
photographs of the Wrens Nest and

ad jacent areas, Dr. Gobbett system-
etically described the environment of
the tima.
indicates a guiet envirocmment or one
which was sufficiently deep i.s. 10~
20 metres, to lack surface wave
action.
Most of the fossils were buried imn
their life positions though the Upper
Limestone has more broken fragments
indicating rougher conditions. 1In
places ripple marks can be sesn and
compaction cracks.,

By using photographs of spscimens
from Birmingham University Museum

Dr. Gobbett built up a vivid and de=
tailed picturs of life in the ses.
Regf mounds formed
by tabulate corals show periedic
growth. Parhaps growth was impeded
by a seasonal influx of mud. These
reefs provided a haven for many

other creaturses. Many of the photo-
graphs showed interaction between
creatures l.e8. corsl growth having
begun on s brachdopod shall swvent-
wally overwnelming the latter. Con-
versaly brachivopods encrusted the
bryczoans and corals and thus
obtainegd food from currents

generated by the reef formers.The
stromatoporoids requiréd clegrer
conditions and hawe solitary corals
growing on them. The growth of an
efficient sediment trapping

bryozoan overwhelmed a snail, des-
pite the snail's attempt to crawl
from beneath it.

The trilobites are often nearly
complete. Calymene was a bottom-
living, flexible, heavily armour
plated mud ingestor. A likely
predator of the trilobites was
neutilus. Dalmanites may hawve dug
its tail in the mud but its head

and large ayes must hawe been free

of the mud.

The spiny trilobites and swimming
organisms hewve less massive

skeletons and are probably under-
represented in the rocks. Snails

The fine grain of the rocks

There is little sand or silt.

and nautilus, with aragonite shells
will be less readily presserwved.

Dr. Gobbett's photographs provided
some fascinating inaights into life
in a shallow S5ilurian sea.

Kate Ashcroft:
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