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REMATNING PROGRAMME TOR 1980

Indoor meetings at 7.45pm
Coffee and Biscuita at 7.15pm

Méx 18t Members FEvening. Talks and
slides. Dudley Tibrary.

June 5th Meeting before field trip.
™idley Library.

June 8th Field trip to Fast Midlands
Juragsic. Leader Dr R.G.Clements of
Telcester Univeraity.

duly 10th Meeting before field trip.

July 13th "Black Country geology" part
two, T.eader Alan Cutler,

Sept 11th "Silurian Fossils". Tecture
by Dr T.Strachan of Birmingham Unlversity.

O0ct 30th Meeting bhefore field trip.
Nov 2nd T™ield trip to Tilckey Hills.
Leader W,G.Hardle of Birmingham

University.

nov 212t Social ‘Bvening.

AGM

The fifth Annual General Meeting was held
on Thursday %th March 1980 at the Central
TLibrary, St. James Road, "udley. The
following officers and commitiee were
elected

Alan Cutler
Peter Oliver
Paul Shilston
Maltland Woods

Chairman

Vice Chairman
Hon. Secretary
Hon. Treasurer
Conservation
Secretary Colin Witchell
™eld Secretary Tim 0'Mara

" Committee Members

David leynolds
John Basgter
Anne Sutcliffe

BARTH MOVING (from 'The Engineer' 4.10.79)

I am in favour of using technology to
make the world a brighter and more
sntertaining place, but I am not sure
about one of the applications of

modern technology on show at the
Geologlcal Museum in London, The
mugeum has invested in an electronically
controlled system which makes a platform
on which visitors can stand move around
to simulate an sarthquake of a viclence
of 6.5 on the Richter scale. The
controls were manufactured by Moog.
fhat puzzles me 1z why anyone in their
senges should want to experience what
aen earthquake feels like in the flrst
place. I have never experienced an
sarthquake and am totally uncurious
about whether it is fun or terrifying
or boring or whatever. Those who have
been through the experience tend to the
view that it is not fun. The museum's
head of design, Giles Verlarde, says
that the earthquake slmulator is one of
the most popular items the musesum has
ever staged. Which all goes to show
that there 1s no accounting for lack

of taste.

Editor:~ Sheila Pitts,
4 Siskin Road,
Pedmore,
Stourbridge,
WHest Midlands,
DY9 THU.



SAFETY FIRST ON FIELD TRIPS.

In previous ycars the B.C.G.S8. has provided at nominal charpes a measure of
Personal Accident insurance cover for both members and non-members attending
on field trips. ""hunks to a high level of care and responsibility both on
the part of [ield trip leaders and party members we have not experienced any
accident claims,

Unfortunately the costs of Personal Accident insurance cover has escalated
beyond the soclety's means and in terms of increased insurance settlements

our usual accident cover is nominal, As a result this type of poliey will

not be taken oul in future although our Public Liability cover is of course
continued, J o

You are strongly urged, however, to take out your own Personal Accideant 1n-
surance cover to a level which you feel appropriate. Schoola and other similar
bodies attending on fleld trips should have appropriate insurance cover as a
matter of course,

The society cannot accept dny rospoansibility for injuries arising through acci-

dents or for any other losses :

With regard to general safety, the use of commonscense 1s the most helptful singular
advice we can give, but do read "A Code for Geological Field Work" a copy of which
was forwarded with a recent Newsletter,

Points to Note -

1. OBEY THE COUNTRY CODE

2. DO NOT TRESPASS.

3, DO NOT INTERFERE WITH MACHINERY.

4. . NO LIPTER, THIS INCLUDES ROCK FRAGMENTS.

5. AVOID UNDUE DISTURBANCE TO FLORA AND FAUNA,

6. BEWARE OF TIDES ON COASTAL SECTIONS.

7. DO NOT CLIMB CLIFFS, OR QUARRY FACES.

8. DO NOT ENTER QUARRIES WITHOUT THE MANAGER'S PERMISSTON,
9. DO NOT APPROACH UNSTABLE QUARRY FACES.

10. BEWARE OF SLUDGE LAGOONS.

11. WEAR STOUT BOOTS AND SAFLETY HELMETS ALWAYS.
Remeber that an many geolopgical sites, conservation of the existling exposure is
of prime lwportance, Do not hammer or collect spocimens unnecessarily., If you
mugt ume your hammer use it to knock your helmet on,

Sate Field trips to all,

STOr PRESS

Wolverhampton Flesta 'S0 - Hobby Exhibition 29th - 313t May.

The Society will be putting on a display at this event, fo be held in West lark
Wolverhampton, Thurs & Fri 2pm - 9.30pm, Sat 12 noon - 10.30pm. We need
volunteers for manning the stand over the three days, particularly Thursday

and Friday. M™embers willing to help, should contact Alun Cutler as goon as
possible (Tel. No. Brierley Hill 77865).



BTACK COUNTRY GLEOLOGTCAL S5OCIETY

1979 Annual Report

Membership

Tt is pleasing to report further gains in our membership.
Assuming all 1979 members renew their subscription the present
total stands at 71, comprising 38 Full Members, 8 pairs of Family
Members, 12 Junior and 5 Associate Members. Perhaps even more
pleasing is the fact that the proportiOn of resignations each

year is dropping substantially.

Annual Programme

The 1979 programme maintained the attendance tevels set the
_previous year indicating agaln that a reasonable balance is being
made in catering for the interests of the broad cross section-

of geologists who are society members. Some concern has been
expressed at the high numbers of students on certain field trips
which has tended‘to overwhelm not only the leaders but also

more mature members. A complete gsolution to this problem has

not vet been found but the commlttee will be studying the matter

further in an attempt to cater for local schools without detriment

" to the rest of our members.

Tn 1979 we were particularly furtunate in receiving the services

of six prominent geologists. Keith Moseley - talking about
pleistocéne palaeontology which was further amplified by bprofesscr
Shottoﬁ on his field trip. Dr Ixer from Aston, led two field
trips the first one having the dubious distinction of being the
first in our history which had to be posponed through bad weather.
Dr Barnes from Swansea gave an illuminating lecture on mineralisa-

tion processes,.

- cont'd -
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A week-end field meeting to the Dorset Coast in May led by EBet®r
Enson of Dorchester Museum and Yan West of Southampton University
attracted nineteen members. A similar exercise to South Wales

is plannéd in April this year, details of which have already been

circulated.

The skittles match at Clent made a welcome change from the
gsocials held at the 01d Mill. Sadly attendance was not up to

expectations but all those who did attend had a thoroughly good

evening.

From May to September last year four members led 10 gedlogical
walks for the public on behalf of the Cbuntryside Commission to
Wrens Nest and Doulton's Clay Pit, Netherton. Although attendance
figures were variable the walks were generally recgarded as
'successful. Unfortunately the Countryside Commission does not
have the resources tolundertake similar work in.1980 but the
society has decided to arrange it's own programme for the summer

months, and further details will be announced in due course.

Conservation

The npmber of sites on the society's list of Black'Country_
Geological exposures has been increased to over 90. The list was
originally started as you may recall in response to the County
Structure Plan which was finally published before Christmas.

A number of sites may be affected by proposed developments in

selected areas and the society has commented upon these to the
County Planner.

The exposures at Pouk Hill are giving rise to some concern over
their future viability. Unfortunately the local children are
damaging the coal measures/basalt junction with some risk to their

-~ cont' & -



own safety. The only remedial course would now appear to be

through education.

buring the summer the conservation sub-committee held a useful
meeting with Nature Conservancy at Wrens Nest. Several works
have been put in hand as a result. The long term management of

the reserve is however, still open to conjecture.

We were asked to side with local residents and object to a planning
application for a scrapyard at Gornal. Tt was possible that it
might have affected exposures of the Gornal Grit, although later
investigation showéd otherwise and thérefpre wa were unable to

lend our support.

One of the most important events_in the year was the Geological
Conservation Conference held at the Geological Society's rooms

" “in London in March. Two delegates Peter Parkes énd Colin Mitcheli
attended on our behalf and by all accounts received an excellent
reception, fThere is no doubt that our presence there has had
very valuable results in establishing the society's credibility.
It was at the conference that we learned. of the plan to launch

the Shropshire Geological Society which was actually inaugurated
in September. That séciety is modelled on ocur own and we wish

them every success.

Graham Hickman was employed again at Dudley Museum to work on

the geological collection during the 1979 summer vacation, although
for a shorter period than in 1978. The majority of specimens

have now been moved from the cellars into more hospitable
surroundings at the rear of the geological gallery. In the
ﬁresent economic climate there is little liklihood that these
specimens will be incorporated into the main public display or

even housed in anything approaching proper fashion. Nevertheless
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the type and figured specimens are now safely stored and
indiscfimjnaterlending has been stopped. I regret that the mailing
to all 64 Dudley Councillors produced a negligible response.

We are presently considering a number of other possibilitieé

before any further direct action is attempted.

The society now has a small display detailing its conservation
work. It was originally produced to feature alongside the NCC
travelling exhibition when it appeared at Cotwall End Nature Centre.
The display is now available on short term loan for appropriate

events.

Publications

The newsletter remains as populaf as ever and continues as the
best way of keeping all members abreast of socliety news and
activities, Sheila Pitts has tackled the job as Editor with
customary enthusiasm, and we record our thanks accordingly. It is
planned that the Newsletter will be published bi-ﬁonthly in future
giving six instead of four issues each year, and will we hope,

help to strengthen membership ties.

It was our hope that the Journal would have been published by
"now. In simple terms its priority in relation to other actiVities
declined during the year, but I can reéort that with £he aid of
advertising revenue we have reached a situation where the Journal

has become financially viable and is now being made ready for

printing.

Finally, we record our thanks for their services to J.Golledge
and P,Parkes who are resigning from the Committce. John joined

the committee in 1977 and later that year took on the role of
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of Secretary and remained in that office until now. Peter too
has given sterling sexvice for three years particularly in the
field of conservation, and he assures me will continue to do so

in a new gpecialist role..

1979 was a year of consolidation; before us there are many
interesting, satisfying and challenging opportunities and with
the current buoyant mood of the society we look forward to the

future with considerable enthusiasm.



