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NEWSLETTER No 14 - Novenwber, 1978

Editorial

The time has come for a fresh approach to
the production of the Newsletter. Begin-
ning with the February issue Sheila Pitts
will be the new Editcr. Bhe is warmly
welcomed, for she has helped much in the
past, and she has many interesting points
of view to put forward,

This is an appropriate time to mentlon all
these who continue to help the Soclety in
one form or another., To the Members, for
excellent support at meetings and fleld
trips, to Alar Cutler for setting and
achieving such high standards,to John
Golledge for superh efficiency as Hon,
Secretary, to Feter Parkes and Colin
Hitchell for excellent examples of enthus-
iasm; to all these people the Soclety is
indeed indebted. CGraham Hickman has
worked industriously on the collectlions at
Dudley Museum, Peter Whitehead never fails
to respond to calls for assistance, the
services of Margaret Oliver and Maitland
Woods have ensured the success of funclions
and finance, Xate Ashcroft is always ready
to preduce material for the Newslelter, and
those geologists of earlier years will
always be remembered; Dave Wraight, Eileen
Bakewell and Terry Bond., Sirength ls
provided by active Associate Members and

~ Doug Bedson considers he has fajled when he
is unable to supply urgently required gcods
Wwith no better than a 10% discount,

The Seclety is now part of the Black Country
and of British Geology. Long may 1t be so.

-November 17th - Annual Social

At the '01d Mill', Windmill Street, Upper
Gornal. 8,00 p.m, to 12.00 p.m. Please
make sure you have ordered your ticket from
the Hon. Sec., 62 Red Hill, Stourbridge
(Stourbridge 6907),

Programme (note two chenges of dates)

December 7th Various aspects of Black
Country Mining. The Friends of the
Elack Country Museum Mining Group.
Dudley Library 7.45 p.m, Tea and
biscults 7.15 p.m,

Janvary 18th A study of the local
geclogical maps with particular refer-
ence to igneous intrusions, Dudley
Litrary 7.45 p.m., Tea and biscults

7+15 Dam.

January 2lat  'Igneous Intrusions in
the Black Countzy' - A fileld trip to

a number of lccalities. Meet at Dudley
Litrary at 9,00 a.m. Bring a packed
lunch.

February 15th Lecture, Possibly
dealing with cne or more aspects of

palacontology, Dudley Library 7.45 p.m.
Tea and biscults 7.15 p.m.

March 15th  Annual General Meeting /
Film Night and Sherry.

April 19th A general discussion about

Pleistocens geology with particular
reference to the next Tield trip.

April 22nd A field trip to look at
the Plelstocene deposits of part of the
Midlands. ULeader - Professor Shotton,

May 10th A meeting to discuss the
geology of the Dorset area,

May 18th, 19th, 20th  Weckend field
trip to Dorset., Leaders from
Southampton Unlversity.

Jure 10th Ignecus Recks of the Peak
Digtyxict,Field trip. Leader Dr R Ixer
of Aston University.



July 12th A discussion relating to the
progress made to date on the matter of

conservation of geological sites in the
Black Country.

Julv 15th  Sites for Conservation. A
field trip to those localities in the
Black Country, that the Society is part-
icularly interested ln.

Septomber 13thwafﬁyg

Mineralisatiocn,

Lecture on

QOctober 11th Geological maps relating to
next fleld trip.

October 14th Fleld trip to the Roaches
and Goldsitch Moss. Scome practical fileld
mapping thrown in for those interested.
Leader Peter Whitehead.

November 16th  Social Evening,

December 13th  Members Night, 'The
Geology of the Dumfries Area’ by Graham
Hickman.'

Non-members welcome at all meetings.

Is Parliament ¥illing Fileild Studies in
Geology?”

In recent years, Parliament has passed
saveral acts to protect the people. The
intention of these acts may have been good,
ut the road o Hell is paved with such good
intentions, as we know. In schocls, there
has been a healthy trend of increased nun-
bers of geology courses, and hence of
pupils having experience of field work,
This has many benefits, not just in terms
of making geclogy real and getiing them to
tackle real geclogical problems, but in
soclal terms. They have to work as teams,
in difficult conditions; they see a wider.
range of places - the countryside, the
coasts, but of speclal value must be the
contact they get with real work places -
quarries. They see the econcmic value of
geology and meet those who work in the
extracltive industries.

These studles of necesslly cause goed links
to form between schools and industry.
Teachers have buit up contacts with quarry
managers, and the recent calls bty many people
for education to have more contact with the
treal world' surely have been showing how
this is a deslrable thing.

&

A1l this is under threat, The
Health and Safety at Work Act 1974
has caused many quarries to refuse
permission for visits., Now, the
Unfair Uontracts Act 1978 is causing
aven more quarries to look again at
their positions. Many were willing
to allow accessg in return for a
ﬂ@mhwoonan'hﬂmmmyme,
wailving claims against the firm;
this 1s now considered to be an
'Unfair Contract' and the insurers
of the firms are not allowing these
forms te be used. As a resuli, large
numbers of valuable teaching sites
are bing lost. This 1s as blg a
threat as the infilling or despoil-
ation of sites.

Schools are asked to discourage
collecting in places other than
working pits; but they can't get
into working pits. We are asked to
develop links with industry; but
industry dare not let us on the
premises for fear of insurance
problems and the Acts,

The whole situatlon needs sorting out,
It took a Private Members Bill te get
school minibuses exempted from PSV
licences, following Transport Acts,

Do we need a special 'Educational
Vieits Bill' to absolve firms from
some of these 'protection’ acts? Or
are the acts being interprested too
rigidly? Ccme on, Parliament, sort
out this mess Tor usl

(Pete Whitehead, Head of Geology,
Blue Coat Comp, Walsall)

Peouk Hill

The tunnel at Pouk Hill has been
infilled and Dblocked off resulting
in the partial covering of the small
dolerite exposure adjacent to it.
The Soclety was informed by the
Couwnty Council that there was no way
of retaining this exposurs. Qbviously
that was not the case - some 2t of
weathered rock is still exposed and
with a little excavation could make a
reasonable outcrop again,

At the northemm end of the glte
tipping is now complete and all rocks
previously exposed are covered.



The rocks collected from the old quarry
my be used by Aston University for
research purpeses. If this 1s the case it
illustrates the importance of the work
that the Society undertook in recording
and collecting pricr to infilling.

The Black Gountry Geologist

The Journal of the Society is now belng
typed prior to printing. There have been
many dlfficulties but these are now
largely overcome and it is hoped to be in
print very soon,

Conservaticn of sites

Uongervation Officer Peter Parkes still
requires more assistance in the visiting
and recording of sites of geological
signlficance, Contact him on Sedgley
75895 or Field Secretary Colin Mitchell on
021 353 4083,

Book Review - Geological Handbhook -
Wrens Nest

Published by N.C.0, Price Z20p

This book is very good value for money
. and members should find it quite interest-
ing. The geology of the Dudley Area is
deseribed in the first three pages in a
style that assumes that the reader is &
non-geologist but a basic geclogical
vocabulary is needed {such terms as anti-
cline, dip and fault are used). The book
continues with & very good descriptlon of
the new sections and the fossils to be
found and although the fessil drawings
are excellent thore are too few; less than
thirty are mentioned in the text and it
would not have been difficult to illustrate
them all. There are eight pages ol photo-
graphs but the standard is poor, membors
could have supplied better and more inform-
ative plctures. Frankly, I think the book
could be improved by the  omission of
half of the photographs and the addition of
more drawings. The third part of the book
is first classy; it reviews the economlc
history of the area. The book concludes
with a "pull out" stratigraphical column of
the exposures recently excavated; excellent
but ch what a pity a full geologlcal column
was not printed alongside sc that the bud-
ing geologist could see where Wrens Nest
"fits in".

(DOWG BEDSCN)

Bookbox

Doug Bedson has donated the following

books to the Socliety:

The Earth - Rocks Minerals and Fossllis
by W.B.Harland :

Reprint from 'Tce Ages: Anclent and
Modern' by G.R.Coope

The Palacogeography of the Midlands
by L.J. Wills

The Assynt District - Geclogical
Excursion Gulde

Geology of the Area around Birmingham
G.A.Guide (2 copies)

The Dorset Coast from Poole to the
Chesil Beach - G.A.Guids

Geological Model of the Isle of Purbeck
by A,8trahan

Genesis and Geology - C.0.Gillispie

British Mesozolic Feossils - British
Museum

Introduction to Geological Structures
and Maps - G,M.Bennlson

Geology and Scenery in England and
Walez - A.E.Trueman

The Obscrver's Beok of Geology -

I1.0.Ivans
The Minerals of Jersey - A.B.Mourant
British Fosslils - Duncan Forbes

The Geclogy of the Church Stretton
Area - J.E,.Wright

The Geological Column - Manchester
Museun (2 copies)

The following are also available to
Membersi-

Fogsil Collecting‘
The Barth
Observers Beok of Geology
British Regional Geology Guidesi-
Northern England
Pennlnes
Yorkshire/Lincolnshire
Central England
East Anglia
Bristol/Glouéoster



London/Thamcs
South West England
Hampshire '
Weald

G.A. Guides:-~
Noe 1 - Birmingham
No 17 -~ Swansea‘

Journal of Geological Socclety:-

Volumes 131, 135
Mercian Geologist Vol 5
Welsh Geologlcal Quarterly 1966-9

Black Country Museum Mining Group
Newsgletters

Maps (Geological Survey)

10 miles/1" Scotland
Ingland and Wales
1m/1”' 121 Vrexham

137  Oswestry

i1 Loughbtorough
152  Shrewsbury

153 Wolverhampion
154 Lichfield

166 Church Stretton
167  Dudley

168  Birminghan

Special Bristol Area

1ny/ 24"

( So0.49 Church Stretton
( BExplanatory Booklet

Book Review - "The Endlessg Village - The
Wildlife of Birmingham, Dudley, Sandwell,
Walsall and Wolverhampton"

This survey, by ecologist W G Teagle, was
done for the Nature Conservancy Council.
It is intended to make pecple more aware
of the wildlife in the West Midlands con-
urbation and how it has adapted and how
we may hinder or help it to prosper. The
book is well produced, with photographs
and diagrams and is packed with inform-
ation of what is living where. The survey
will be distributed world wide because it
is envisaged that similar situaticns
exlst in conurbations elsewhere. To

.

some extent it is a ploneer survey

and is all the nore initcresting to

read because of this, Subjects covered
include basic geology; history of land
use; plants and animals in a series of
different types of habitat; specilal
features of canals ete, There is also

a list of clubs, museums etc, It is
often not realised how much "Wild
Country" there is in the Black Country
in particular. These are often import-
ant "ancienlt monuments" - being the

only indicators we have of what the

area vas like centurics ago. The book
also points out the importance of local
organisations such as B.C.G.S., because
they have special knowledge of the
locality. Those making land use decisions
often do not employ such expertise and
local organisations have an important
role to play in advising them, The book
has 08 pages and will be useful toc any-
one interested in natural history, local
industrial history, local geology, etc,
It will be especially useflful to schocls.

"The Endless Village" is good value,
copies are available from the Hon,
Secretary at meetings (£1.00) or by
post (£1.,20),

(JOHN GOLLELDGE)

Extra-Mural Coursc

Introducing Geology ~ Dr P Toghill

20 meetings on Tuesdays at 7.30 p.m.
starting 9th January, 1979. Polytechnic,
Wolverhampton - Stafford Street Entrance
Recom No B 310, A basic course dealing
with all aspects of geology and includ-
ing field trips.

For Sale
Hammers £2.75
Helmets £1.50

The Endless Village £1.00 {(£1.20 by post)

Geological Guide to Wrens Nest Z20p
(30p by post)
Geological Excursions, Walsall &
Surrounding Areas 30p (50p by post)

Chart of Geological Ages 25p (32p by post)
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