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The Thick Coal.

Mr, Dwesil Toole loctured to the
Society on January 22nd 1976 at
Dudley iinusaunn, the topic - a pet
subject of his - The South Staf-
fordshire Thick Conal.

‘There are a nwibnr of divisions
of the thick coal, upto a rax-
i.wum of 16, and the rreatest
concentration of coal {with
least airt) is 31' at Parkhsad.
There is a well-defined parting
-~ The Hardstone - 2" in the
south increasing to the north
where it is known as the Iob
and Jack,

The job of collaocting this type
of infornmation has involved
axanination of a large number’
of scections but the accuracy of
sone of thesec is doubtful and
thus the task proves very dif-
ficult. One important aid to

the interpretation of the thick
coal is the plexcosronhic rniodel
of king, Much infor:iati-n can
be gained froi: this; the in-
fluence of fthoe Yethorton Anti-
cline; the stablce area of Ted-
nesbury; the active fault zZonecs
ect, Mr. Poole's isopachyte rimp
shows a remarkable correlation
with the pre-coal mcasures base,
Tven on a sualler scale there
are significant increases in
thickness over short distances -
obvisusly a reflection of chang-
eg in the stability of the
hasins of deposition,

In discussion’ the complex but
highly significant changes in.
thickness associated with the
western boundary fault were #np-
hasised, This inferiation tow
rether with deep borchole ovie
dence from the NH,C.B. indicate

-

the cormmaratively rapid subsi-
dence of the brsin linled with
the western borundary fault and
the area to the wvest »f it, .

?ednesday Neceitber 10th,

'ine, Checese, and rocks wag the
sorniewhat salubrious title aof

the “eceinber nieeting,. Jenerjbor-
ing the dictum: that the socciety
should be a neceting plece for
zanlogists on a social as well
as scicntific basis the cormit-
tee folt the pre-christmas neet-
ing was the appropriate tiae for
such an cvent.

wines were on sanple, throe
and three whito which provi-
ded a cross sccti-n of varictics
and styles so that everyone found
at least one wine that they could
drink all night! It was inter:st-
in; to conparce the differconces

in taste resulting of course

from diff :ring zrapes, ané :1eth-
ods of viniculture but also on
the varyins types »f soil (A Ph.
D waiting here "The offect of
gaclogy on wine“??)g

Gix
rad

"Cheese” was a very nodest way

‘of describing the truly magnif-

icent buffet orgsnised by targ-
aret Oliver, Thaere wore many
varieties of “ngslish and French
cheeses, meats and pa'tes,, saus-
aze rolls and also miincespies
proprred by scveral of our lady
rierxbors, : o

ind in case anynsne should have
forgotten that we arc a geolog-
ical scicty five or six nmornbers
arranged displays of sone. of

their favourite r:cks and fossils.

Altogether it wns a most enjoy= |
able ovenings and eoveryone P,T.0,



Sheila.

prescnt expresscd thoir ap-
preciation, The only disap-
pointuent was thet rnore nenbars
did not attend but p-rhaps tho
timing of thoe meceting was un-
suitable, ¥Movertheless it wos
vlear that a social covont
should remain part of the
socicty's calendar and we thank
evaryone who so willingly gnve

of their tine to organise the
rneating.,

Yext Mecoting. . .-
. February 190th.

'The Deocu.entati:n of
Geological Dites'.

‘Doug Reédson and 3ote
. 0livor will attenpt to 3
set the foundations for
what must . be..oite of the .-
Society's najor roles.
It is hoped that fol-.
lowing this noﬂtlnb all |
' ﬂcmbors will be able to
bezin the important an
enoraecus taslk of record-
ing exposuroes,

Dudley Iusoun 7;&5.p.h.
Toa & Biscuits 7,15 p.nm.

Hembers Mipht,

~egpite very short notice
., itts, Dave ‘raight and

erry Bond prqducod excellent

.uated between Yeeland,

- of Palacocone and

.flocks are nade up of

short tallks on PFPoveubor: 20th.,

The Geology of tho Tairoe
Islands by Sheila’ Pltt5°'

The Fairoe1uslanﬁs arc site-
Morway
and “cotland are part of the
North ftlantie DBasalt province,
They are an extinct arca of the
ilid=Atlantic Ridge with basalts
! Toceiie AZe.
Most of the lava flows are sep~
arated by tuffs aﬂﬂ there are
coal horizons alsn. These

“features are used fnr purpcscs

of correlﬂtion,'

The Separﬂt1on of nin=rals in
rocks by Terry Bond:

pinerals
ench with distinct nhysical and
choenmical pronaertiszs. As a
homogeneous igncous mnagna cools
atons of the elernents present

(e g. Silicon, Oxygen, Aluniniug,
Magnesuin) are in a randon

- the - differences in

‘cliffs of

‘geologist from L.C B.
‘TIronbridge and industrial arche

arrangenent but as solidifie-
cation tenperazture is approached
changes occur. The elements take
up pnsitions relative to each
other, depending upcn their
cheniical affinity and wvalency,
tn foarum a stable scolid crystal
madlsus, The removal of these
elenents results in a concentra-
ticn of the nthers in the ro-
riaining nelt.

Coastal Scenery by Dave raizht:

'Aritains coastline hns beon

etched »ut hy the work of rivers,
sea, ice on? earth Tiovenents
aver the - -last mlllion yenrs.
The variety of rocks provides
resistance,
dip, strike and the rate of
undercutting, Theése differences
have given the stacks and chalk.
South . wnﬁlnnd, the _
granite cliffs of 8.7, Cornwaly
and the low, rapidly retreatinb
cliffs of Fast Anglia, —

Congtal Fieldwark allows the
geologist to get a very broad
view of genlogical features but
it st be réienbered that al-
though sorne arcas suffer rapid
erosion, carecless renoval .of
naterial by the geologist . will
further aid the work of the sea,

: Pnrth-conming “rogramué.

Februﬂny lqth-

See above for details. -
March 1lhth:

Ficld trip; ﬁorninﬁ';olfofd
opencast site, ,ader,‘a : & .
Afternnon ’

e

arology. icet at Dudley Huseun

at 9.30 a,u. (Private transport),

Bring a packed lunch. MNumbers
at opencast site restricted so
please contact MNave Traight
(Rilston 46717).

April 29th:

Annual Genernl Heeting;
TMuseuni, 7445 p.n.
Tea & Biscudts 7.15 p.il.

Duﬂley

May 20th:

br. Georgu Benunison of Rirninghan
University will speak on *The.
Cretaceous Coal of New Mexico';
Dr. Bennison gave the 'Proto-
BCGS' rmch encouragenent and

his acceptance of the invitation



.Prowisional weekend

.wolds,

to lecture rieans that the
Sceiety will begin its second
year in excellent fashion,
Dudley Mussuwiz 7,45 p.o,

Tea & Bascuits 7,15 p.u.

June 26th & 27th:

field trip
to the Mendips and S$-uth Cots-
Accouodation can be
arranged. )

Halesowen Beds, ALS8. Rondworks,
alesowen.

Uﬂfortunﬂtely the success stated
in the Moveiiher 1975 ¥ewslotter
was short-lived, The councils
cnnCerned decided that the slope
wag too easily ercded and has
therefore been seedoel. 4 few
bandsg of sandstone rensin
ex@oaed, with an indication of
sorig of the cross-beding that
exists,

Book Reviocw.

merry Brnd is agaln 'Book Critic'

At ope tine or ancther, I sup~
pesé riost of us have stood
1¢:king at a freshly hewn hand
sarple of 'tiurra firna' and lot
opr: winds wander aunong ‘sorne of
the better known, or bast re-
nernibered, nanes of geolegical
riaterials, If nore than one
panOp is involved in this
exercise then the ensuring
rioments often develop into =

, cross between "Twenty Huesticns™

" BLACIH

- colour,

and the office christuas lottery,

There avre warious ways of off-
setting the ahove trauma, in-
cluding literary works of re-
ference to help the s»>ftly
swoaring students, onz of the
better ones beingi=

"The Hanilyn Guide to Minerals,
Nocks & Fossils" by Hanilton,
oelley & Bishop published by
Tarilyn at £1.95. Half of the
book, the right hand pages, is
made up of first elass colour
rhotographs of the speci ens
listed, narnely- "220 ninerals,
90 roclzs and =lnost 300 foasils" -
each page with a dinensiocnal
scale super-ituposad, The laft
hand paiges contain an abundance
of detailed infornotinn abow
the specinens including such
itens as density, hardness,
atreoak, texture; gevlog-
ical data where relevant., The
whole liberally suppletientoed

by clear and concise nargin
notes and sketches,

Even if yvou are an arnchair
gzologist vou will find yourself
drawn timce and again by thé

. Zlossy seducticn of the pages

intce the world of couplete and
detailed collecticons,

Inspite of all this range and
depth of treatoent the hook will
still g0 into the average sized
Jacket pocket and possible soume
handbags also where its addi~

COUHTRY GEOLOGI?ﬁL SOCINTY
APPLICATION OR RENMTAL OF MAMBURSHIP
Inﬁigigngigﬂgmhgzggxk.

dggqugndﬂgj.co per annun




tional attribute as halnst will
be greatly apprecinted.

The Midland Soil Mechaonics &
Foundati-n Engineering Sociuvty.

On Monday lst March 1976 1iSIi &
FES has a nmeeting which niay bo
of interest: Dr, R.J.", Fahlin
of the Tnstitute of Geological
Sciences will talk on: 'The
Geology of Telford Mew Town',
Roor1 A. Tept of Civil Tng.
University of Birnin<har,
P11y

The Geoleosrical Curators Group.

7.00

The grup are holding 2 neectin-
atﬂBirminghan Museur: and Art
Gallery @n March 12th 1976 en-—
titled, 'Heplication of Fossil
Vertebrates', The prograime in®
cluded a talk on the reconstruce~
tion. of Tyrannosaurus, :ould
making and castings, Anyone wish-
ing to attend as a representative
of B.C.G.S. shruld contact 1M.D,
Jones, Hon. Sec,(GCG), Leicester-
shire Maseuns, 96 New “Talk,
Lejcogters LE1 6TD.

Corregtion,
Daﬁe rraight (Hon Sec.) lives at
569, Barkfield Rd. "™lvearhaupton
Book éistr

More Buggestions fron oug Bedson

The Geological I'istory :f the

Britigh Isles-Benniscen & richt
£3.25, Structure of the Zarth-

Spencdr £3,90. Introduction to

- The Gaeology of the

- and

Sedinentslrgy- Selby £5,90.
Continents a:irift (Scientific
Arerican) £2,.80., Understanding
the E~rth (Open University £3.75.

ﬁarth:rn Lake

District.

still vacnncies on this

Theroe are
field trip orgnnised by Birruing-

haw University Extramural Dept,
The leader is Mrs. I, Joachin M,
A., and the dates are 26th & 2%th
March 1976. Toug Beds n hag roo::
in bhis car for anyvone requiring
traunsport,

Pouk Mill.

a8t Midlands County Council has
decided to ahend with the use
of the site as a Jdoniestic refuse
tip. The Soeciz2ty wrote twn lettet
and rniade a personal appeal to ﬁﬁ
Corunty, stressing the need to L
conserve this xite, It is 3 econ- . .
siderable 1loss, especially to
the schools of the Walsall Arean,
In conjunction with the County
~ther intercsted pazrties it
is now proposed that dztailed
recoring anl collecti-n should
soon begin, A. request has been
nade that a new section is
crented, It is likely that a
nunber of visits will be raeguired
anl also the hLelp of as rany
aeritbhors as p0551ble.

g0
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Advertiselient. "

Cottage to let, Stoithes lorth
Yorizshire € .nst Nr. “hitby, inj
_ Ta. villo oo owitll _-utl.-‘i
to seca. Sleeps 4: Sece G.A. Guide
. - iwz Stourbricge 3543 (
%alcolu Cruerod) for ﬁprtgpr
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BLACK COUNTRY GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

ANKNUAL GENERAL MEETING

THURSDAY 29TH_APRIL_1976

AGENDA

Apologies

Minutes of Inaugural Meeting

Statement of Accounts
Annual Report
Election of Officers

A. Chairman

B. Vice-Chairman

€. Hon, Secretary

D.  Hon. Treasurer

E. Three Committee Membars
.Po Hon, Auditor

Secretary's Communications

Any Other Business

e e i okt ey e e e - - - - - -

- e oy ol D D e e s A G S B

Nominations for Officers and Committee Members should
be forwarded to the Hon. Secretary, 569 Parkfield Road,

Wolverhampton.

The present Officers and Committee who all offer them=~

selves for re-election are

Chairman -
Vice~Chairman=
Hon.Secretary=
Hon.Treasurer-

Committee Mombers - -

as follows:

A. Cutler B.Sc‘.
P. G. Oliver Ph.D. F.G.S.
D, J+ Wraight

- Mras. E. Bakewell *“.

Mrs. M. Oliver
T. Bond
D. Bedson



